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CHURCH EDUCATION 

 

 

 
‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

The First Book of Nephi 
 
CHAPTER 6 
 
Nephi Establishes Ground Rules for Writing on the Small Plates (6:1 – 6:6) 
 
Having completed the episode of obtaining the brass plates, Nephi paused in his 
writing to describe how he would be selecting material for recording on the “Small 
Plates”; noting that he would be specifically excluding the genealogy of his 
fathers and other details which were already recorded in Lehi’s record.  He 
wanted this record to be a missionary tool, as indicated in verses 3-4: "I desire 
the room that I may write of the things of God...that I may persuade men to come 
unto God..."  He also established ground rules for future writers of these plates: "I 
shall give commandment unto my seed that they should not occupy these plates 
with things which are not of worth unto the children of men" (verse 6).  This 
remained in effect until the final verse was recorded on the Small Plates by 
Amaleki: "I am about to lie down in my grave; and these plates are full" (Omni 
verse 30).  From that time on, all writings, both sacred and secular, were 
recorded on the Large Plates.  
 
A summary of the information contained on each of the records mentioned thus  
far: 
 
 ►     Small Plates – 1st and 2nd Books of Nephi, Books of Jacob, Enos, Jarom 
          and Omni 
 ►     Large Plates – Book of Lehi (not included in the Book of Mormon), Books 
          of Mosiah, Alma, Helaman, 3rd Nephi, 4th Nephi and Mormon 
 ►     Brass Plates – Five books of Moses, Prophecies, Genealogy (see 
previous chapter for complete list) 
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CHAPTER 7 
 
The Lord Instructs Lehi to Obtain Wives for his Sons (7:1 – 7:5) 
 
The Lord spoke to Lehi again, telling him that his sons "should take daughters to 
wife, that they might raise up seed unto the Lord in the land of promise" (verse 
1).  He was told to send his sons back to Jerusalem to "bring down Ishmael and 
his family into the wilderness" (verse 2).  The brothers went back and spoke to 
this family.  The Lord softened the hearts of the entire household and they all 
agreed to accompany Lehi’s sons into the wilderness. Ishmael’s family consisted 
of himself, his wife, five daughters and two married sons with their families (see 
verse 6).  The five unmarried daughters became the wives of Zoram and the four  
sons of Lehi.  
 
In addition to having five daughters, it is possible God chose Ishmael’s family 
because he may have been a descendant of Ephraim (one of the two sons of 
Joseph, the son of Jacob).  Since Lehi was a descendant of Manasseh (the other 
son of Joseph), (see Alma 10:3) his descendants through the marriage of his four 
sons, would be descendants of both Ephraim and Manasseh. 
 
The Book of Mormon does not record the lineage of Ishmael.  According to 
Joseph Smith, the lineage of Ishmael was recorded in the Book of Lehi and 
subsequently translated by him. 1  Unfortunately, the 116 pages comprising the 
Book of Lehi were lost after being translated. 
 
In the joining of the families of Ephraim and Manasseh, the blessings that Jacob 
(Israel) pronounced upon the sons of Joseph are fulfilled.  Genesis 48:16-20 
reads in part, "...bless the lads;...and let my name be named on them, and the 
name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth. He blessed them that day saying, "in thee shall Israel bless, 
saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim 
before Manasseh."  For a fuller understanding of this prophecy, read the article 
entitled Ephraim and Manasseh by Apostles Joseph Lovalvo and V. James 
Lovalvo of The Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
Laman and Lemuel Rebel Again and are Chastened by Nephi (7:6 – 7:15) 
 
As the group traveled in the wilderness, Laman and Lemuel led another rebellion 
against Nephi with support from two of Ishmael’s daughters (presumably the 
ones they would eventually marry) as well as the two sons of Ishmael and their 
families.  This group desired to return to Jerusalem.  Since the family of Ishmael 
had been apparently united in accompanying Lehi’s family into the wilderness 
(see verse 5), it can be assumed that Laman and Lemuel were instrumental in 
stirring them up. 
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Nephi proceeded to admonish his older brothers, reminding them that they had 
seen an angel (1 Nephi 3:29) and witnessed how God had delivered Laban into 
their hands so that they were able to obtain the plates of brass (1 Nephi 4).  He 
concluded by telling them that returning to Jerusalem would mean they would 
perish with many of the other inhabitants. 
 
Nephi is Bound with Cords (7:16 – 7:19) 
 
Laman and Lemuel became angry with Nephi after his discourse. They tied him 
with cords and prepared to leave him in the wilderness to be eaten by wild 
beasts.  Demonstrating that the power of God was with him, Nephi prayed for 
deliverance and the cords were immediately loosed from him and he was again 
standing before his brothers, continuing to admonish them.  Laman and Lemuel 
would have tried to kill Nephi but they were stopped by several members of 
Ishmael’s family, including one of the sons who must have realized things had 
gone too far. 
 
Laman and Lemuel Pray for Forgiveness (7:20 – 7:22) 
 
Laman and Lemuel did their best to repent of what they had done by bowing 
down before Nephi and asking for his forgiveness.  Nephi forgave them but he 
also properly instructed them to bow down before the Lord and ask for His 
forgiveness and they did so.  When the group arrived at the tent of Lehi, 
sacrifices of thanksgiving were again offered.  Due to the sinful actions of several 
of the group members during the journey, burnt offerings were required and were 
offered as well (see discussion of 1 Nephi 5:9 in this book). 
 
 
CHAPTER 8 
 
Lehi Relates His Dream of the Tree of Life (8:1 – 8:8) 
 
Lehi spoke to his family about a dream, or vision he had seen.  The experience 
made him rejoice for Nephi and Sam, but made him fearful for Laman and 
Lemuel.  Nephi later approached the Lord to know the meaning of his father’s  
dream (1 Nephi 11:1-6). It was subsequently revealed to him (and recorded in 1 
Nephi chapters 11 and 12).  Much of chapters 11 and 12 will be discussed 
together with this chapter in order to bring out the meaning of Lehi’s dream. 
 
At the beginning of the dream, Lehi saw a man dressed in a white robe (see 
coverage of 1 Nephi 14:18 for a possible identification of this man) who bade him 
to follow him in a dark and dreary waste.  Lehi followed the man for many hours 
in darkness.  Finally, Lehi prayed unto the Lord for mercy. 
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The Tree of Life and the Fruit thereof (8:9 – 8:12) 
 
After praying to the Lord in his dream, Lehi “beheld a large and spacious field” 
(verse 9) which represented worldly spiritual conditions (from verse 20). 
 
In this field, Lehi saw "a tree, whose fruit was desirable to make one happy...I did 
go forth and partake of the fruit thereof; and...it was most sweet, above all I had 
ever tasted...the fruit thereof was white to exceed all the whiteness I had ever 
seen" (verses 10-11). 
 
In chapter 11, Nephi was “caught away in the Spirit of the Lord” (11:1) and 
expressed a “desire to behold the things which [his] father saw” (11:3).  Nephi 
then saw this same tree and described it as “exceeding…all beauty [with a] 
whiteness [that] did exceed the whiteness of the driven snow” (11:8).  Nephi 
asked the Spirit to show him the interpretation (or meaning) of the tree.  In 
response to this request, the Spirit showed to Nephi the city of Nazareth in which 
he “beheld a virgin, and she was exceedingly fair and white” (11:13).  Nephi 
further described this woman as “most beautiful and fair above all other virgins” 
(11:15).  The woman was the virgin Mary, “the mother of the Son of God, after 
the manner of the flesh” (11:18).  This part of Nephi’s vision concluded with 
Nephi seeing Mary holding the baby Jesus in her arms and an angel asking, 
“Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?” (11:21).  Nephi’s 
response to the angel’s question was that the tree “is the love of God…it is the 
most desirable of all things” (11:22).  The angel added, “and the most joyous to 
the soul” (11:23).  It is clear from Nephi’s response and the verses quoted above 
that the tree in Lehi’s dream represents the love of God expressed to mankind by 
the act of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, taking upon himself flesh and coming to 
earth to implement the plan of salvation.  Consider the following: 
 
1. The description of the tree was quite similar to the description of the virgin 

Mary while she was carrying the Son of God in her womb.  Nephi emphasized 
“exceeding whiteness and great beauty” in both descriptions.  Jesus is 
described in Luke 1:42 as the fruit of Mary’s womb.  Thus, it can be said that 
both the tree and the virgin’s womb brought forth fruit that was “desirable to 
make one happy”, “most sweet above all [that was] ever tasted” and “filled 
[the] soul with exceeding great joy” (verses 10-12). 

 
2. Immediately after Nephi first saw the virgin, the Spirit asked him, “Knowest 

thou the condescension of God?” (11:16)  Nephi responded, “I know that he 
loveth his children” (11:17).  He was thus recognizing that God’s act of 
“condescension” was how He showed His love to his children.  (According to 
Webster's Dictionary, the word "condescend" means "to descend voluntarily 
to the level, regarded as lower, of the person that one is dealing with.")  
Clearly, this is what God did in sending His Son to earth to deal with us on our 
level.  Luke 1:35 reads in part, "...The angel answered, and said unto her 
[Mary], the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 



5 

shall overshadow thee; therefore that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God."  The key word here is, "Highest", there being 
no other power higher than God. 

 
Response of Lehi’s Family in the Dream (8:13 – 8:18) 
 
After Lehi ate the fruit in the dream, it filled his soul with such joy that he had the 
desire to share it with this family.  This is the same desire felt by those who have 
tasted of the Lord Jesus Christ – they desire to share Him with their family, 
friends and loved ones. 
 
In the dream, Lehi’s wife Sariah and their two younger sons, Sam and Nephi, 
responded to his call by coming forth to partake of the fruit. His two oldest sons, 
Laman and Lemuel, refused to partake of the fruit.  This prompted Lehi’s fear for 
them as expressed at the end of chapter 8. 
 
The Rod of Iron (8:19 – 8:23) 
 
The next scene that Lehi described introduced several new elements to the 
dream: 
 
� A “straight and narrow path” leading to the tree 
� A river running parallel to the straight and narrow path 
� A long “rod of iron [that] extended along the bank of the river, and led to the 

tree” (verse 19) 
� Many people who attempted to navigate the path to the tree by holding on to 

the rod of iron 
� A “great mist of darkness” that obscured the vision of many of the people and 

caused them to wander off the path and become lost 
 
Jesus said, “strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14).  This description fits the straight and 
narrow path that led to the tree (love of God, Christ, salvation) described in the 
dream. 
 
The river running parallel to the path was clearly a hazard and would provide a 
significantly negative result to people who wandered off the path.  The angel 
speaking to Nephi in 1 Nephi chapter 12 referred to this river as a “fountain of 
filthy water…the depths thereof are the depths of hell” (12:16).  This is consistent 
with the result that can be expected for people who wander off the straight and 
narrow path and do not make it to Christ. 
 
The rod of iron in the dream made it easier to stay on the path.  The people who 
clung to the rod of iron were able to make it all the way to the tree.  In 1 Nephi 
chapter 11, Nephi “beheld that the rod of iron, which [his] father had seen, was 
the word of God” (11:25).  This shows us how important it is to hold on to the 
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Word of God as it is the only thing that will keep us on the straight and narrow 
path. 
 
Lest it be too easy to stay on the path, a great mist of darkness comes in the 
dream, causing many people who attempted to follow the path to wander off and 
lose their way.  What causes people to wander off the straight and narrow path 
when they are trying to follow Christ?  Clearly, “the mists of darkness are the 
temptations of the devil, which blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the 
children of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads, that they perish and 
are lost” (12:17). 
 
The Great and Spacious Building (8:24 – 8:34) 
 
Some in the dream did manage to hold on to the rod of iron and make their way 
through the mist of darkness to the tree and partake of the fruit.  However, the 
enemy threw another assault at them from a “great and spacious building” that 
Lehi saw on the other side of the river.  This building was filled with finely-
dressed people, both young and old, who were mocking those people that were 
partaking of the fruit.  As a result, “those that had tasted of the fruit became 
ashamed…and they fell away into forbidden paths and were lost” (verse 28). 
 
Nephi later learned that “the great and spacious building was the pride of the 
world” (11:36), the “vain imaginations and the pride of the children of men” 
(12:18).  This causes people to lose their way even after finding it to Christ.  Note 
that verse 28 states that this occurs “after they had tasted of the fruit”.  “Once 
saved, always saved” is a fallacy.  All servants of Christ need to be vigilant 
against the enemy and not allow pride to steal away what the Lord has given. 
 
It appears that verses 2 through 28 of chapter 8 are taken directly from Lehi’s 
own writing.  In verses 29-30, Nephi states that he is not going to record all of 
Lehi’s words and summarizes the rest of the dream from that point forward. 
 
Lehi Fears for Laman and Lemuel (8:35 – 8:38) 
 
It was clear from this dream that Laman and Lemuel, who had shown no 
tendency for following God up to this point, were not destined to do so in the 
future either.  Obviously, Lehi was quite distraught over the fate of his two sons 
and did his best to “exhort them then with all the feeling of a tender parent, that 
they would hearken to his words, that perhaps the Lord would be merciful to 
them, and not cast them off” (verse 37).  He never gave up on them, exhorting 
them even on his death bed (see 2 Nephi chapter 1).  Laman and Lemuel were 
eventually separated from the people of God after Lehi’s death. 
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CHAPTER 9 
 
Difference Between the Large Plates and the Small Plates (9:1 – 9:6) 
 
In this chapter, Nephi explains the necessity for keeping two sets of records and 
what each set of plates would contain.  Curiously, Nephi calls both sets of plates 
by the same name – the Plates of Nephi.  To distinguish between them, the 
“plates upon which [Nephi made] a full account of the history of [his] people” 
(verse 2) became known as the “Large Plates of Nephi” (see Jacob 3:13) while 
the plates created “for the special purpose that there should be an account 
engraven of the ministry of [Nephi’s] people” (verse 3) became known as the 
“Small Plates of Nephi” (see Jacob 1:1).  (See the discussion of 1 Nephi chapter 
6 for the contents of each set of plates.)  In verse 5, Nephi states that “the Lord 
hath commanded me to make these plates for a wise purpose…, which purpose I 
know not”.  This “wise purpose” will be explored further in the discussion of 1 
Nephi chapter 19. 
 
 

CHAPTER 10 

 

Nephi Begins His Own Account (10:1) 
 
Near the beginning of his record on the Small Plates, Nephi stated that they 
would contain an abridgement of the record of his father followed by an account 
of his own life (see 1 Nephi 1:17).  In verse 1, Nephi states that even though he 
is beginning his own account at this point, he would still be speaking 
considerably of his father and brothers as well. 
 
Lehi Prophesies of Carrying Away of the Jews into Babylon (10:2 – 10:3) 
 
After Lehi made an end of speaking about his dream of the tree (see 1 Nephi 
chapter 8), he spoke to his family concerning the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the deportation of the Jews into Babylon (see 2 Kings 25:11 and Jeremiah 52:3-
15).  He said that in the Lord’s due time, the Jews would be brought back to the 
land of their inheritance.  For the biblical reference to "the land of their 
inheritance," see Genesis 13:14-15, "The Lord said unto Abram...look from the 
place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward...the 
land which thou seest...will I give...to thy seed forever."  Also see Genesis 15:18, 
"unto thy seed have I given this land from the river of Egypt unto...the River 
Euphrates."  Note: The river of Egypt mentioned here was not the Nile, but a 
stream that is about fifty miles south of Gaza. 
 
Prophecies of the Coming of the Messiah (10:4 – 10:11) 
 
In verse 4, Nephi’s record moves rather abruptly to a different subject discussed 
by Lehi – the coming of the Messiah (Jesus Christ) who was to come 600 years 



8 

from the time Lehi’s family left Jerusalem.  From Lehi’s studies of the Plates of 
Brass (see 1 Nephi 5:10-16), he was familiar with the many prophets who since 
the time of Moses had testified of this Redeemer (See Deuteronomy 18:15, Acts 
3:20-24 and 3 Nephi 20:23).  Lehi told his family of these prophecies – one of 
them is quoted in verse 8 (the one from Isaiah 40:3 regarding John the Baptist 
preparing the way of the Lord).  Other prophecies mentioned describe the 
baptism of Jesus (by John the Baptist in Bethabara, beyond Jordan) as well as 
His death and resurrection.  It is unclear whether these are Lehi’s own 
prophecies or simply a rehearsal of prophecies contained on the Plates of Brass 
but they are entirely accurate nonetheless. 
 
 
Lehi Compares the House of Israel to an Olive Tree (10:12 – 10:16) 
 
After mentioning that the Jews would reject the gospel of Christ, resulting in 
Jesus revealing himself (through the Holy Ghost) to the Gentiles (see verse 11), 
Lehi went on to compare the house of Israel to "an olive-tree, whose branches 
should be broken off and...scattered upon all the face of the earth" (verse 12).  In 
Jacob chapters 5 and 6, Jacob quotes the words of the prophet Zenos, as they  
appear on the Plates of Brass, also likening the House of Israel to an olive tree.  
He also speaks of the scattering and the promise of the gathering together of 
Israel in the last days.    
 
Lehi acknowledges that this was the reason they were being led to the land of 
promise, "unto the fulfilling of the word of the Lord, that we should be scattered 
upon the face of the earth" (verse 13).  In Jeremiah 29:18-19 we read, "I will 
deliver them to be removed to all kingdoms of the earth...because they have not 
hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, which I sent unto them by my servants 
the prophets." 
 
Here is a summary of Lehi’s prophecy regarding the House of Israel and the 
Gentiles: 
 
1. Jews to reject the gospel of Christ 
2. House of Israel to be scattered throughout the world 
3. Gentiles to receive the fullness of the Gospel 
4. House of Israel to accept Christ and be gathered together again (or to be 

“grafted in”, using the olive tree metaphor) 
 
For references to the gathering of Israel, see Ezekiel 36:24 and Isaiah 27:12-13. 
 
Near the beginning of his record on the Small Plates, Nephi stated that his record 
would contain an abridgement of the record of his father followed by an account 
of his own life (see 1 Nephi 1:17).  In verse 1 of this chapter, Nephi states that he 
is beginning his own account at this point, even though he would still be speaking 
considerably of his father and his brothers as well. 



9 

 
Nephi Desires to See and Know of Things Lehi Saw (10:17 – 10:22) 
 
After hearing Lehi describe his vision of the tree and the prophecies of the future 
events, it could be said that Nephi was “spiritually jealous”.  He had a powerful 
desire to see and hear what his father had seen and heard and also to know 
about the things that his father had spoken of by the power of the Holy Ghost.  
Nephi’s exciting account of what happened next is recorded in chapters 11-14. 
 
Nephi then explained to his brothers the necessity of an awful hell as depicted in 
Lehi’s vision.  His logic is as follows: 
 

• If a person’s works are filthy, the person is filthy 

• If a filthy person dwells in the kingdom of God, the kingdom of God must be 
filthy also 

• The kingdom of God is not filthy; therefore a filthy person must dwell in some 
other place 

• In order to have a place for the filthy to dwell, there is an awful hell prepared, 
in which the devil is the foundation 

 
It follows from the above that “the final state of the souls of men is to dwell in the 
kingdom of God, or to be cast out” (verse 35) into an awful hell. 
 
 
CHAPTER 11 
 
Nephi to be Granted the Desire of his Heart (11:1 – 11:7) 
 
Immediately after desiring “to know the things that [his] father had seen, and 
believing that the Lord was able to make them known…[Nephi] was caught away 
in the Spirit of the Lord” (verse 1).  Conversing with the Spirit as if he was a man 
(see verse 11), Nephi expressed his desire as well as his belief in all the words of 
his father.  The Spirit rejoiced and stated that Nephi would not only see the vision 
of the tree but would also witness and bear record of the coming of the Son of 
God. 
 
The Meaning of Lehi’s Vision of the Tree (11:8 – 11:25) 
 
The first part of Nephi’s vision, in which the meaning of Lehi’s vision of the tree is 
revealed, was covered in detail as part of the discussion of Lehi’s vision in 1 
Nephi chapter 8.  To summarize, Nephi saw that the tree represented the love of 
God as expressed to mankind by the coming of Christ in the flesh.  See the 
discussion of chapter 8 for the details. 
 
Nephi Witnesses the Coming of Christ (11:26 – 11:33) 
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When the angel in Nephi’s vision told him to "behold the condescension of God“ 
(verse 26), Nephi saw "the Redeemer of the world” (verse 27), also known as the 
Lamb of God or Jesus Christ.  Nephi was privileged to witness many events 
pertaining to the life of Christ: 
 
� The prophet who would prepare the way before Him 
� The baptism of Jesus 
� The Holy Ghost coming down out of heaven to abide upon Him in the form of 

a dove 
� Jesus ministering unto the people in power 
� His twelve apostles 
� Jesus healing multitudes of people of all manner of diseases and sicknesses 

by the power of God 
� The arrest and judgment of Christ 
� His crucifixion on the cross 
 
In summary, in this part of his vision, Nephi saw “the condescension of God” or 
the Son of God, the Creator of all things from the beginning, voluntarily 
submitting himself to all the suffering and trials of mortality, even unto death 
(read Mosiah 3:5-8 and Alma 7:11-13). 
 
The Battle for the Souls of Mankind (11:34 – 11:36) 
 
After viewing the crucifixion of Christ, Nephi saw that the responsibility would 
shift to the twelve Apostles to lead the battle for the souls of mankind.  Nephi saw 
the large and spacious building from Lehi’s vision and was told that it 
represented the wisdom and pride of the world which are key elements in 
drawing people away from serving Christ.  These are also key elements in 
preventing the House of Israel from accepting Christ as depicted in Nephi’s vision 
by “the house of Israel…gathered together to fight against the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb” (verse 35).  This part of the vision ended with the collapse of the great 
and spacious building.  The angel observed, "Thus shall be the destruction of all 
nations...that shall fight against the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (verse 36). 
 
 
CHAPTER 12 
 
Nephi Sees the Future of his Descendants (12:1 – 12:15) 
 
As Nephi's vision continued, he observed his seed (descendants) and that of his 
brethren upon the land of promise.  See 1 Nephi chapter 18 for an account of the 
journey of Lehi’s family to the land of promise (the Americas).  Nephi saw that 
there would be many generations of wars and great slaughter between these two 
groups of people throughout the years.  The bulk of The Book of Mormon 
describes the fulfillment of this prophecy. 
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Many other future events were revealed to Nephi at this time regarding what 
would happen to his descendants after the crucifixion of Christ.  These events 
are listed in the table below along with a reference to where the actual 
occurrence of each event is recorded in The Book of Mormon. 
 
Verse Event Fulfillment Recorded 

4 Mist of Darkness throughout the Land 3 Nephi 8:20-22 
4 Lightning, Thunder, Earthquakes, etc. 3 Nephi 8:6-19 
5 Darkness Lifted from the Land 3 Nephi 10:9 

5 Many Killed by the Destruction 3 Nephi 8:9-16 
6 Jesus Appears to the Nephites 3 Nephi 11:8-10 

7-8 Jesus Chooses 12 Nephite Disciples 3 Nephi 12:1 
11 Three Generations of Righteousness 4 Nephi vv. 14,18,22 
12 Unrighteousness Begins in Fourth Generation 4 Nephi vv. 23-26 

13-15 Battles Between Nephites and Lamanites Mormon chapter 2 

  
After mentioning the 12 Nephite disciples in verses 7-8, the angel described how 
they will be used in the future to judge Nephi’s descendants.  Since the 12 
Apostles of Jesus from Jerusalem will be used to judge all of the House of Israel 
(see Matthew 19:28), they will also be involved in judging the descendants of 
Nephi, including the 12 Nephite disciples.  It is possible (although there are no 
records to verify) that Jesus may have chosen other groups of 12 from the other 
tribes of Israel to be involved in judging the people of those tribes as well. 
 
Interpretations of Additional Elements of Lehi’s Vision (12:16 – 12:18) 
 
As the people shown in Nephi’s vision were sinking into sin on their way to 
ultimate destruction, the angel took the opportunity to show how these events 
related to the later elements in Lehi’s vision, specifically the fountain of filthy 
water, the mists of darkness and the large and spacious building.  See the 
discussion of 1 Nephi chapter 8 for the description of these elements of Lehi’s 
vision. 
 
God often uses things that people are familiar with to bring forth a message.  
This appears to have been the case with the fountain of filthy water as its 
description resembles that of a desert sayl – a raging torrent of liquid filth that 
sweeps whole camps to destruction.  One of the worst places for these torrents 
of liquid mud is in the scarred and bare mountains which run parallel to the west 
coast of Arabia.  This was the very region through which Lehi traveled on his 
great trek so the image of such a tool of destruction would have been very 
familiar to him.i 
 
Nephi Sees the End of his Lineage (12:19 – 12:23) 
 
Mormon chapters 2 through 6 describe the final battles between the Nephites 
(the seed of Nephi) and the Lamanites (the seed of his brethren) which ended in 



12 

the destruction of the Nephite people.  Nephi saw this occurring in his vision as 
recorded in verses 19-20. 
 
This chapter ends with Nephi seeing that the “victorious” Lamanites would be 
fighting among themselves for hundreds of years.  Eventually, they would 
“dwindle in unbelief” (verse 22) and become “a dark, and loathsome, and a filthy 
people, full of idleness and all manner of abominations” (verse 23).  From a time 
perspective, these events would begin after the end of the time period covered 
by The Book of Mormon (5th century A.D.) and continue for at least 1000 years.  
Note that the Lamanites would go back to the way they were at the time they 
were first cursed (see 2 Nephi 5:21-24) – dark, loathsome, filthy, idle, etc. 
 
 
CHAPTER 13 
 
The Great and Abominable Church (13:1 – 13:9) 
 
The focus of Nephi’s vision shifted to “the nations and kingdoms of the Gentiles" 
(verse 3) in the beginning of chapter 13.  Specifically, Nephi "saw among the 
nations of the Gentiles the formation of a great church…which is most 
abominable…and…the devil was the founder of it" (verses 4-6).  We won’t attach 
a name to a specific church here but the church Nephi saw would have to be one 
that demonstrated a desire for “the gold, and the silver, and the silks, and the 
scarlets, and the fine-twined linen, and the precious clothing and the harlots” 
(verse 8) and would “destroy the saints of God, and bring them down into 
captivity” (verse 9).  For a side discussion of why the sentence in verse 8 is 
structured as it is, see discussion of 1 Nephi 2:4. 
 
Nephi Foresees Events of American History (13:10 – 13:19) 
 
Nephi saw how the Gentiles would be used to carry out "the wrath of God [that 
was] upon the seed of [his] brethren" (verse 11).  As of the 15th century A.D., the 
Americas had not yet been “discovered” by the Gentiles.  In Nephi’s vision, he 
saw that “many waters…divided the Gentiles from the seed of [his] brethren” 
(verse 10).   
 
Christopher Columbus 
 
He then saw a man from among the Gentiles, "separated from the seed of [his] 
brethren by many waters; and [he] beheld the spirit of God, that it came down 
and wrought upon the man" (verse 12).  Nephi saw him cross the many waters 
unto his seed in the promised land.   
 
We know from our American history that the man Nephi saw was Christopher 
Columbus.  Several biographies have been written about Columbus, and all 
declare that he truly was inspired by God to make the voyage.  An excerpt from 
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Columbus' own book, Book of Prophecies, which is available only in Spanish, is 
quoted in the book, The Light and the Glory, (p. 17):  "It was the Lord who put 
into my mind (I could feel his hand upon me) the fact that it would be possible to 
sail from here to the Indies.  All who heard of my project rejected it with laughter, 
ridiculing me.  There is no question that the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit, 
because He comforted me with rays of marvelous inspiration from the Holy 
Scriptures...I am a most unworthy sinner, but I have cried out to the Lord for 
grace and mercy, and they have covered me completely...No one should fear to 
undertake any task in the name of our Saviour, if it is just and if the intention is 
purely for His holy service..."  For other biographies on Columbus, see the 
Bibliography. 
 
The Pilgrims and the Puritans 
 
Nephi also saw “the Spirit of God…wrought upon other Gentiles, and they went 
forth out of captivity, upon the many waters" (verse 13).  We discover here that 
Nephi was given the knowledge of the conditions that would be prevailing in 
Europe during the time of the Gentile expeditions to this hemisphere.   
 
In the study of American history we learn that the Separatists, otherwise known 
as Pilgrims, were forced to flee from England after suffering years of persecution 
because of their desire to leave the Church of England.  Their determination was 
to do away with liturgical tradition and have the freedom to pray and worship God 
in the manner inspired by their study of the Bible.   
 
Another group called "Puritans", not desiring to leave the Church, sought to purify 
it from within.  The ruling monarch, King James I, decreed that all Puritans not 
willing to conform to ecclesiastical authority had to leave the country.  
Interestingly enough, we read in The King James Version, The First 350 Years, 
by F. F. Bruce, that this is the same King, who in 1604 was instrumental in 
making the resolution, "That a translation be made of the whole Bible, as 
consonant as can be to the original Hebrew and Greek; and this to be set out and 
printed, without any marginal notes..."  King James said that among the notes in 
the Geneva Bible, there were some that were "very partial, untrue, seditious, and 
savoring too much of dangerous and traitorous conceits".  He conceded that no 
one would object to notes intended to make the sense plainer, and indeed notes 
of this kind were provided in the new version.  This version of the Bible, 
published in 1611, is the one that we use today. 
 
There were many Gentile expeditions to the promised land after Columbus' 
discovery.  Expeditions arrived from Spain, Portugal, Holland, France and 
England.  All of these nations were under tyrannical rule and many of their 
citizens sought to be free.  
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Treatment of the American Indians 
 
Nephi “beheld the wrath of God…upon the seed of [his] brethren; and they were 
scattered before the Gentiles and were smitten“(verse 14).  The many stories in 
American history of how the American Indians were mistreated by the white man 
(see verse 15) illustrate how this prophecy was fulfilled.  It is not necessarily the 
case that God inspired the white man to relegate the Indians to reservations, lie 
to them, steal from them, etc. but it is clear that the Lamanites received no 
protection from God from the natural greed of the people who were brought to 
the Americas. 
 
Prosperity of Early Americans 
 
Whereas the Lamanites would be having a hard time in the land of promise, 
Nephi “beheld the Gentiles who had gone forth out of captivity did humble 
themselves before the Lord; and the power of the Lord was with them" (verse 
16).  History attests that although the Pilgrims and Puritans suffered many 
hardships, they were blessed not only in their service to Him, but the land 
became theirs.  Not all had noble desires nor were they seeking religious 
freedom.  Stories of the gold Columbus had received in exchange for worthless 
trinkets, and later, the tales of the expanse of fruitful lands that seemed to be free 
for the taking, had spread throughout that part of the world.  Lehi later 
prophesied, "When the time cometh that they," (the descendants of those 
brought from Jerusalem to the Americas) "shall dwindle in unbelief...He," (the 
Lord) "will bring other nations unto them, and He will give them power...and He 
will take away from them the lands of their possessions” (2 Nephi 1:10-11).  See 
the Bibliography for a few of the many books detailing the history of the early 
"Gentile" settlers in this land. 
 
The American Revolution 
 
When Nephi "beheld that their mother Gentiles were gathered together...to battle 
against them" (verse 17), he was witnessing the beginning of the American 
Revolutionary War.  Verse 13 indicates that the first settlers coming from 
England did so by the inspiration of the Spirit of God.  Before the Gentiles could 
accomplish the purpose for which they had been separated by God; religious and 
political freedom had to be attained.  This would come only by defeating the 
despotic rulers from which they had fled.  History tells us that this was not an 
easy feat.  The colonists treasured the privilege of self-governing and were 
careful not to provoke the Crown into any action which might diminish their 
autonomy. 
   
Nearly a century before the Revolution, Charles II's advisors warned him that 
"freedom" was being preached in the colonies, and urged him to do something to 
regulate the Colonists.  In 1683, Charles II demanded that Massachusetts either 
swear allegiance to the Crown or relinquish its charter.  In January of 1684 the 
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Colonists voted not to submit.  The King was enraged and was determined to 
send five thousand troops to force Massachusetts to comply. It is recorded that in 
February of 1685, before the plan could be implemented, he died of apoplexy.  
His brother, James II succeeded him, and sent Sir Edmund Andros to strike at 
the heart of the resistance, which had begun with their religion.  Andros ordered 
that Episcopal services be held in their meetings, thereby removing the freedom 
to worship as they wished.  In the following years many greed-motivated 
measures were imposed upon the Colonies.   
 
In 1689, word reached the Colonies that James II had been overthrown by 
William and Mary and the Colonists regained their rights as freeborn Englishmen.  
Peace of a sort returned until 1760 when George III took power.  He and his 
ministers relentlessly increased the pressures calculated to bring the Colonists to 
their knees.  This did not discourage them. The preaching from American pulpits 
stressed that God's will would be done.  In 1767, Josiah Quincy's sermon was 
printed in the Boston Gazette, "In defense of our civil religious right...we fear not 
the hour of trial; though the hosts of our enemies should cover the field like 
locusts, yet the sword of the Lord and Gideon shall prevail." (Bancroft, History VI, 
page 102) 
  
In September of 1768, the Boston Gazette printed: "If an army should be sent to 
reduce us to slavery, we will put our lives in our hands and cry to the judge of all 
the earth...They come to cast us out of this possession which Thou hast given us 
to inherit.  Help us, Lord, our God, for we rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go 
against this multitude."  (Bancroft, History VI, page 195) 
 
The Colonists continued to maintain the hope that things could be resolved 
peacefully, but seven years later, in April of 1775, "the shot that was heard round 
the world," was fired on Lexington green.  By this time, not only the 
Massachusetts ministers were voicing the plea for freedom, but people 
throughout the colonies made themselves heard on this matter.   
 
On March 23, 1775 Patrick Henry gave his famous speech in the Virginia House 
of Burgesses:  "There is no longer room for hope.  If we wish to be free, we must 
fight!  An appeal to arms and to the God of Host is all that is left us!.. God 
presides over the destinies of nations, and will raise up friends for us... Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?  
Forbid it, almighty God!  I know not what course others may take, but as for me, 
give me liberty or give me death!"  (Bancroft, History VII, page 274) 
 
If we follow the course of events from April 1775 in Lexington, Massachusetts to 
when the last shot was fired in October of 1781 in Yorktown, Virginia, we must 
come to the conclusion that it was God's will for America to break away from her 
mother country.  History bears out the many times that the hand of God 
intervened on behalf of the poorly-armed, outnumbered patriots battling against a 
great army of trained soldiers and mercenaries.  1 Nephi 13:18-19 tells us, "I 
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beheld that the power of God was with them, and also that the wrath of God was 
upon all those that were gathered together against them to battle... The Gentiles 
that had gone out of captivity were delivered by the power of God out of the 
hands of all other nations." 
 
Plain and Precious Things to be Removed from the Bible (13:20 – 13:29) 
 
Nephi next saw a book being carried by the Gentiles.  The book was the Bible, 
described by the angel as “a record of the Jews, which contains the covenants of 
the Lord, which he hath made unto the house of Israel; and it also containeth 
many of the prophecies of the holy prophets; and it is a record like unto the 
engravings which are upon the plates of brass, save there are not so many” 
(verse 23).   
 
The angel told Nephi that this book would originally contain “the plainness of the 
gospel of the Lord” (verse 24) but would fall into the hands of that great and 
abominable church (see 1 Nephi 13:4-6).  This church would take things away 
from the book such that "many parts which are plain and most precious” (verse 
26) would be taken away from the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This would be done 
“that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord, that they might blind the eyes 
and harden the hearts of the children of men" (verse 27).  After the plain and 
precious things were taken away, the book would go forth unto all nations, 
including the Gentiles which crossed the many waters to escape captivity.  
Because of the things which were taken away from the book, many people would 
stumble. 
 
Gentiles to be Used to Smite the Seed of Joseph (13:30 – 13:31) 
 
Nephi then saw how the Gentiles would be used by God to smite the Seed of 
Joseph.  As mentioned earlier, this can be seen in American history in the way 
the white man treated the American Indians.  However, it is important to note that 
the angel stated that “God will not suffer that the Gentiles will utterly destroy” 
(verse 30) the seed of Joseph in the Americas.  According to verse 30, these 
surviving Israelites would not only include the seed of Nephi’s brothers but also a 
“mixture” of his own seed, apparently the results of mixed marriages between 
Nephites and Lamanites. 
 
In the study of American history we learn that when the American Revolution 
ended in 1781, the new nation was in control of the land east of the Mississippi.  
Beyond the Appalachian Mountains, the land still belonged to the Indians (the 
seed of Lehi).  In 1790, the first of many conflicts over land possession broke out 
between the Indians and the new nation, resulting in the death of countless 
Indians.  These encounters continued, until by the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the new nation had taken possession of the land extending to the Pacific 
Ocean (The Conquest of the West (pp 9-10, et al). 
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We read in The New Indians, by Stan Steiner, "It had been thought by many that 
the Indian was the vanishing American...He was thought to have unhappily 
vanished from the face of the land.   One hundred years ago [in the 1800's] a 
cadet at West Point, George Armstrong Custer, wrote in a term paper for his 
ethics class: 'The red man is alone in his misery.  We behold him now on the 
verge of extinction, standing on his last foothold...and soon he will be talked of as 
a noble race who once existed but have passed away.'"  This was man's thinking, 
not God's.  His promises, as found in verse 30 and elsewhere in the scriptures, 
are faithful. 
 
Coming Forth of The Book of Mormon (13:32 – 13:36) 
 
Although God would use the Gentiles to bring about His plans during this period 
of history, they would still be in what was described as an "awful state of 
blindness...because of the plain and precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb 
which [would be] kept back by that abominable church" (verse 32).  However, 
Nephi is told that God would be “merciful unto the Gentiles in that day” and would 
“bring forth unto them,…much of [the] gospel, which [would] be plain and 
precious” (verse 34).  It is clear that this is referring to the coming forth of The 
Book of Mormon as verse 35 states that Nephi’s seed would do the writing and, 
after the destruction of his seed, “these things [would] be hid up, to come forth 
unto the Gentiles, by the gift and power of the Lamb" (verse 35). 
 
Other Books to Come Forth (13:37 – 13:42) 
 
After the coming forth of The Book of Mormon, the Gentiles would bring it and the 
Bible to the Lamanite people – “both (books) [would] be established in one; for 
there is one God and one Shepherd over all the earth” (verse 41). 
 
In addition, Nephi was told that there would be other books that would help 
establish the truth of the earlier writings and would identify the plain and precious 
things that were taken away from them.  It is generally assumed (though not 
specifically stated in the text here) that these books will be the records of the 
other ten tribes of Israel. 
 
 
CHAPTER 14 
 
Believing Gentiles to be Numbered with House of Israel (14:1 – 14:7) 
 
The final phase of Nephi’s vision begins with the revelation that the Gentiles will 
have the opportunity to share in the promises to the House of Israel.  Specifically, 
it is mentioned that “they shall be a blessed people upon the promised land 
forever” (verse 2), thereby sharing in the promise to the Seed of Joseph. 
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In order to receive these promises, it will be necessary for the Gentiles to look to 
Christ and allow Him to “manifest himself unto them in word, and…deed, unto the 
taking away of their stumbling blocks and harden not their hearts against [Him]” 
(vv. 1-2).  These stumbling blocks were caused by the removal of the “plain and 
precious things” from the Bible (see previous chapter).  The latter part of verse 2 
states, "and the house of Israel shall no more be confounded."  This is reinforcing 
what was stated in 1 Nephi 13:39 concerning the commission assigned to the 
Gentiles, who “shall hearken unto the Lamb of God" (verse 1) to bring the 
fullness of the gospel to the House of Israel.  Read 2 Nephi 6:6-12 and 10:7-9. 
 
Whereas the future is bright for those who follow Christ, the future is bleak for 
those who try to lead people away from Christ.  Verse 3 tells us that such people 
shall suffer “utter destruction...not the destruction of the soul, save it be the 
casting of it into that hell which hath no end."  Note that whether good or evil, the 
soul never dies.  Read Mosiah 3:24-27, 16:10-11; Alma 12:16-17. 
 
The magnitude of the work of Jesus Christ is expressed in verse 7 – it is unique 
in that it is “everlasting either on the one hand or on the other”: 
 
A. Those who believe in Christ will receive “peace and life eternal” 
B. Those who reject Christ will suffer temporal and spiritual destruction and be 

subject to the “captivity of the devil”. 
 
The Church of Jesus Christ vs. The Church of the Devil (14:8 – 14:17) 
 
The angel showed Nephi a time when there would be just "two churches, the one 
is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; 
wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God, belongeth to 
that great church, which is the mother of abominations" (verse 10).  The Book of 
Revelation describes this same period of time when each person will have to 
make the choice to either be aligned with Christ or with the devil.  The “666” mark 
of the beast will identify those who belong to the “church” of the devil (see 
Revelation 13:16-18 and 14:9-11).  Only those who refuse the mark of the beast 
will belong to Christ – they will be unable to buy or sell (see Revelation 13:17) 
and may be subject to beheading (see Revelation 20:4) but they will receive 
great rewards in heaven. 
 
This church of the devil is described by Nephi as “the whore of all the earth, and 
she sat upon many waters” (verse 11).  Revelation 17:1 uses virtually the same 
words to describe that same entity. 
 
Regrettably, due to the false miracles of the Anti-Christ (referred to as the beast 
in the Book of Revelation) and his false prophet (see Revelation 19:20), as well 
as the threats mentioned earlier, a large majority of the people will accept the 
mark of the beast, making them part of the church of the devil at that time.  As a 
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result, Nephi saw that the numbers of the church of the Lamb of God at that time 
would be few. 
 
Nephi then witnesses the Battle of Armageddon, led by Christ Himself, as 
described in Revelation chapter 19.  Note the similarities in the descriptions: 
 
1 Nep  Rev  
14:13 The great mother of 

abominations did gather 
together multitudes upon the 
face of all the earth...to fight 
against the Lamb of God. 

19:19 I saw the beasts and the kings 
of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war 
against him that sat on the 
horse (Jesus). 

 
14:14 The power of the Lamb of 

God…descended upon the 
saints of the church of the 
Lamb…and they were armed 
with righteousness. 

19:8 And to her (the church) was 
granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
white: for the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints. 

 

14:15 The wrath of God was poured 
out upon the great and 
abominable church, insomuch 
that there were wars and 
rumors of wars. 

19:20-
21 

The beast…and the false 
prophet…were cast alive into a 
lake of fire…And the remnant 
were slain with the sword of 
him that sat upon the horse. 

 
14:16 The wrath of God is upon the 

mother of harlots. 
19:2 He (God) hath judged the 

great whore. 
 
 
Verse 17 states that at this time, “the work of the Father shall commence in 
preparing the way for the fulfilling of his covenants, which he hath made to his 
people who are of the house of Israel”.  This would seem to correspond to the 
next event in the Book of Revelation where Satan is bound for a thousand years, 
“that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled” (Revelation 20:3).  It is most likely that the remainder of the House of 
Israel would then be able to come to a knowledge of Christ during this time when 
Satan is not able to deceive them. 
 
End of Nephi’s Vision (14:18 – 14:30) 
 
The final part of Nephi’s vision consists of “a man…dressed in a white robe” 
(verse 19).  This man is identified by the angel as the Apostle John, one of the 
twelve Apostles of Jesus.  It is interesting to note that Lehi’s vision began with “a 
man…dressed in a white robe” (1 Nephi 8:5).  Was it in fact the Apostle John 
who led Lehi through the dark and dreary waste in his vision?  It is not confirmed 
in the text but since Nephi follows his sighting of John with the statement, “I bear 
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record that I saw the things which my father saw, and the angel of the Lord did 
make them known unto me” (verse 29), it seems possible that this may have 
been the case.   Nephi’s statement in verse 29 does pertain to his entire vision 
but the man in the white robe could well be included, especially since it comes 
right before this statement is made. 
 
Nephi was instructed by the angel not to write the remainder of the things that he 
would see concerning the end of the world since John would be recording them 
in the Book of Revelation.  It can be assumed that Nephi witnessed events such 
as the devil being cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, the new heaven and 
new earth after the first were passed away, and the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven.  Read Revelation chapters 20 and 21. 
 
Nephi concluded the account of his vision by stating that the Lord had shown him 
the things that his father had seen, just as he had requested (see 1 Nephi 10:17), 
and even had them explained by an angel.  
 
 
CHAPTER 15 
 
Nephi Grieves for Hardness of Hearts of his Brothers (15:1 – 15:6) 
 
After Nephi’s vision was concluded, he returned to his father's tent and found his 
brothers still reacting to Lehi’s description of his own vision, “disputing one with 
another concerning the things which [their] father had spoken unto them” (verse 
2).  Nephi realized that Lehi’s words were difficult to understand but he was 
saddened that his brothers were not of the mind to “inquire of the Lord” (verse 3) 
due to the “hardness of their hearts” (verse 4).  This led him to think of the 
eventual destruction of his people that he had witnessed in his vision and this 
brought additional sorrow to Nephi at this time.  Also read Alma 45:10-14 and 
Helaman 13:5-11.  For the fulfillment of this prophecy, read Mormon chapter 6. 
 
House of Israel Compared to an Olive Tree (15:6 – 15:20) 
 
Nephi's brothers told him, "We cannot understand the words...concerning the 
natural branches of the olive-tree, and also concerning the Gentiles" (verse 7). 
 
Nephi explained that by inspiration the House of Israel was compared to an olive 
tree with each of the tribes representing branches of the tree.  Lehi and his family 
represented a branch of the tree that was to be broken off as they would be 
relocating to a place far from the main body of Israel (see 1 Nephi 10:12).  Years 
later, when their descendants (or seed) had “dwindled in unbelief” (verse 13), the 
Gentiles would be used to restore the knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
them.  This process would begin when the “fullness of the gospel of the Messiah 
[would] come unto the Gentiles” (verse 13), signified by the coming forth of The 
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Book of Mormon to the Gentiles (beginning with Joseph Smith who was a Gentile 
– see title page of The Book of Mormon). 
 
Nephi’s statements indicate that he had been shown that his people would come 
to a point of complete ignorance concerning their history.  In Mormon 6:6, it reads 
"...I, Mormon...having been commanded of the Lord that I should not suffer the 
records which had been handed down by our fathers...to fall into the hands of the 
Lamanites therefore...hid up in the hill Cumorah all the records..."  With no 
records, later generations had no remembrance nor recollection of their 
forefathers or origin.  Their language, which was Hebrew (see 1 Nephi 1:2 and 
Mormon 9:32-34), both oral and written, was lost to them.  Most lamentable, this 
people who had been blessed with knowledge in mathematics, the arts and 
sciences (as proven by archaeologists) also lost all knowledge of God.  Mormon 
prophesied, “...this people shall become a dark, a filthy, and a loathsome 
people...because of their unbelief and idolatry...they are without Christ and God 
in the world; they are driven about as chaff before the wind." (Mormon 5:15-16).  
Mormon further stated, "the Lord hath reserved their blessings, which they might 
have received in the land, for the Gentiles who shall possess the land." (Mormon 
5:19).  
 
When the descendants of Lehi (the seed of Joseph) recognize who they are and 
accept the gospel of Jesus Christ, it will be a time of rejoicing as they are 
restored to their Israelite brothers and to “the true fold of God” (verse 15).  Nephi 
compared this to the branch that was cut off being reattached (or grafted in) to 
the original tree (see verse 16). 
 
Nephi had been shown the scattering, not only of his seed, but also of the other 
tribes of Israel.  Read I Nephi 19:13-16.  Prophesies concerning the scattering 
and the gathering of the house of Israel are mentioned many times in the Bible 
as well as in the Book of Mormon.  From the days of Moses, the people of Israel 
received warnings from God that they must do as He commanded or, as 
recorded in Leviticus 26:33, "I will scatter you among the heathen...and your land 
shall be desolate, and your cities waste."  For many years, the prophets warned 
the people of their impending fate for their disobedience to God's commands.  
After the first deportation of more than ten thousand captives taken into Babylon 
by King Nebuchadnezzar, (II Kings 24:10-16) the prophecies concerning the 
scattering were in the process of being fulfilled. 
 
In The History of Israel, (p. 294) Martin Noth writes, "Important though the tribes 
living in Palestine continued to be for the history of Israel, the fact that parts of 
Israel were living in other lands far from the homeland also acquired 
significance...Stray individuals who had emigrated for one reason or another or 
had been driven somewhere by the catastrophic historical events, soon became 
lost and were absorbed in the foreign environment.  For obvious reasons we 
rarely hear any more of them."  On page 338 he states, "We know even less 
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about the fate...of the more important groups in the Diaspora, not to mention the 
smaller groups of scattered Israelites." 
 
By virtue of the records of Mormon, we have knowledge of the family of Lehi, 
who are of the House of Joseph, but at this time, knowledge concerning the other 
tribes, excluding Judah, is still a mystery.  A few references that speak of the 
scattering are: Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 4:27; 28:36-37; 64; Nehemiah 1:8; 
Ezekiel 11:16; 1 Nephi 19:13-14; 1 Nephi 22:3-8. 
 
The Lord's promise to gather his people is mentioned in several pieces of 
scripture.  See Deuteronomy 30:1-5, Nehemiah 1:9; Jeremiah 23:3; 29:12-14; 
32:37-38; Ezekiel 37:15-22.  Ezekiel 37 speaks of the two sticks which would 
become one in the hand of the prophet, signifying the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon (the fullness of the Gospel which shall be given to the Gentiles, and 
from the Gentiles to the House of Israel; 1 Nephi 10:14).  Ezekiel 37:21 reads, 
"...I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen whither they are gone, 
and will gather them on every side..."  Jesus reveals in 3 Nephi 21 the time when 
these things will begin to take place. Verses 1-3 states, "...I give unto you a sign, 
that ye may know the time when these things shall take place – that I shall gather 
in, from their long dispersion, my people...when these things which I declare unto 
you...shall be known unto the Gentiles that they may know concerning this 
people who are a remnant of the house of Jacob...these things shall be made 
known unto them of the Father, and shall come forth of the Father, from them 
unto you" (the house of Joseph).  Also read 3 Nephi 16:11; 20:29-31. 
 
Nephi Explains Lehi’s Vision to his Brothers (15:21 – 15:29) 
 
Nephi’s brothers, who had not been privileged to see the vision that Nephi had, 
now questioned him regarding some of the elements of Lehi’s vision.  Nephi’s 
responses, summarized below are based on what the angel told him in his vision.  
See coverage of 1 Nephi chapters 8, 11 and 12 for more detail on Lehi’s vision 
and the meaning of each of its elements. 
 
Element of Vision Meaning Verse 
Tree Tree of Life 22 
Rod of Iron Word of God 24 
River of Water Filthiness, Awful Gulf, Awful Hell 27-29 
 
 
Justice of God to Divide the Wicked from the Righteous (15:30 – 15:36) 
 
According to Nephi’s description in verse 30, Lehi saw something in his vision 
that represented the “justice of God [that] did also divide the wicked from the 
righteous”.  Whatever Lehi saw was as bright as a flaming fire.  This is not 
mentioned in 1 Nephi chapter 8 but Nephi did say (in 1 Nephi 8:29) that he was 
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not recording all the words of his father so this part would be among what was 
left out when he started summarizing. 
 
Nephi then explained to his brothers the necessity of there being an awful hell as 
depicted in Lehi’s vision.  His logic is as follows: 
 

• If a person’s works are filthy, the person is filthy 

• If a filthy person dwells in the kingdom of God, the kingdom of God must be 
filthy also 

• The kingdom of God is not filthy; therefore a filthy person must dwell in some 
other place 

• In order to have a place for the filthy to dwell, there is an awful hell prepared 
of which the devil is the foundation 

 
It follows from the above that “the final state of the souls of men is to dwell in the 
kingdom of God, or to be cast out” (verse 35) into an awful hell. 
 

                                                           

 


