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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

 
Chapter 10 
 
1.  King Heth, who ruled in wickedness, encouraged the people to embrace evil 
and kill the prophets that had come to warn them of impending destruction, 
“perished by the famine, and all his household, save it were Shez [Heth’s son].” 
(Review Ether 9:25-30 for the details that led to this fate.)  “Shez began to build 
up again a broken people.” 
 
2.  “Shez did remember the destruction of his fathers, and did build up a 
righteous kingdom.  He remembered what the Lord had done in bringing Jared 
and his brother across the deep…”  (Read Ether 6:1-12 for a review of this 
miraculous trip.) 
 
3.  Shez begat sons and daughters; the oldest son being named Shez.  Shez [Jr.] 
rebelled against his father.  Often when someone is well known and seeks 
power, many people will side with him and be stirred up to make war against the 
existing power.   “Nevertheless Shez [Jr.] was smitten by the hand of a robber, 
because of his exceeding riches, which brought peace again unto his father.” 
 
4.  Shez built up many cities upon the face of the land and the people began 
again to spread over the territory.  “Shez lived to an old age and his son 
Riplakish became king.”  
 
5-7.  “Riplakish did not do that which was right in the sight of the Lord, for he had 
many wives and concubines…”   We do not have the ancient records by which 
the Jaredites were instructed to lead their lives, but the words of the Lord in 
Jacob 2:27-29 are very clear concerning this practice.  They read, in part, 
“…hearken to the word of the Lord: for there shall not any man among you have 
save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none; for I, the Lord God, 
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delight in the chastity of women.  And whoredoms are an abomination before 
me;… this people shall keep my commandments..”    
 Riplakish imposed heavy taxes upon the people to support his lifestyle, 
“and with the taxes he did build many spacious buildings.”  He also erected, “an 
exceedingly beautiful throne…”  and had many prisons built for those that would 
not or could not afford to pay their taxes.  “He did cause that they should labor 
continually…and whoso refused to labor, he did cause to be put to death.”   
 All the fine workmanship, including the refining of gold, Riplakish, “did 
cause to be wrought in prison. And it came to pass that he did afflict the people 
with his whoredoms and abominations.”     
 For reference to where similar conditions of oppression had been imposed 
upon a people, read Mosiah 11:1-10. 
 
 
 
8.  Riplakish reigned for forty-two years.  The people rebelled, killed him, and 
drove his descendants out of the land.   

We read in Proverbs 22:16 “He that oppresseth the poor to increase his 
riches…shall surely come to want.” 

 
9-10.  For many years the people lived their lives without a king.  Then, 
Morianton, a descendant of Riplakish, gathered an army and went to battle 
against the people.  The war, “lasted for the space of many years, and he did 
gain power over all the land, and did establish himself king…he eased the 
burden of the people by which he did gain favor in the eyes of the people and 
they did anoint him to be their king.” 
 
11. Morianton did, “justice unto the people, but not unto himself because of his 
many whoredoms; wherefore he was cut off from the presence of the Lord.”   
 As mentioned in verse 5, it is unknown if the Jaredites were permitted to 
have concubines or plural wives.  We do know, “The Spirit is the same, 
yesterday, today and forever.  And the way is prepared from the fall of man, and 
salvation is free.  And men are instructed sufficiently that they know good from 
evil.  And the law is given unto men…”  (2 Nephi 2:4-5)  Also read I Nephi 10:18; 
2 Nephi 27:23; Moroni 10:7; 19.  

Moroni’s judgment that “he [Morianton] was cut off from the presence of 
the Lord” is substantiated by what we read in both the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon.  They warn of the consequences for practicing whoredoms, also 
referred to as fornication or adultery.  2 Nephi 9:36 reads, “Wo unto them who 
commit whoredoms, for they shall be thrust down to hell.”  Also see 2 Nephi 
28:15. 
 Hebrews 13:4 reads: “Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled, 
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”  For other biblical references 
to this commandment, see: 1 Corinthians 6:9; Ephesians 5:5; Revelation 21:8.  
 Note: Evidence that obedience to this commandment is authenticated by 
the fact that compliance to this law prevented the extinction of the Lamanite 
Nation, known today as, “Native Americans.”  Read Jacob 3:5-7 for details. 
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12-13.  “Morianton built up many cities, and the people became exceedingly rich, 
both in buildings and gold; silver, and in raising grain, and flocks…”   
 Morianton lived, “to an exceeding great age.”  He had a son named Kim 
who reigned in place of his father.  “Kim did not reign in righteousness, wherefore 
he was not favored of the Lord.” 
 
14.  Kim’s brother, whose name is unknown, rose up against him and put him in 
captivity, where he remained for the rest of his life.  “He [Kim] begat sons and 
daughters in captivity, and in his old age he begat Levi…”  
 For references to other times when kings were compelled to serve in 
captivity, read: Ether 7:7; 8:3-4; 10:30-31. 
 
15-16.  After the death of his father [Kim], Levi served in captivity for forty-two 
years.  After which he made war against the king (no name) and obtained the 
kingdom.  “After he obtained unto himself the kingdom he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord; and the people did prosper in the land.”  He lived to 
a good old age and begat daughters and sons, one was named Corom, “whom 
he anointed king in his stead.” 
 
17-18.  “Corom did that which was good in the sight of the Lord all his days.”  He 
had many sons and daughters; “after he had seen many days he did pass 
away…and Kish reigned in his stead.”  When Kish died, “Lib reigned in his 
stead.”   
 
19.  “Lib also did that which was good in the sight of the Lord.”  During his reign, 
“the poisonous serpents were destroyed.”  See Ether 9:31 for the onset of these 
serpents during King Heth’s reign.  For eight generations, more than 300 years, 
the serpents prevented the people from venturing into the land southward to hunt 
for food.  With the serpents gone, the people found “the land was covered with 
animals of the forest.  And King Lib also became a great hunter.”   
 
20.  “They built a great city by the narrow neck of land, by the place where the 
sea divides the land.”  Several historians dispute the exact location of “the place 
where the sea divides the land.” The ‘narrow neck of land’ is believed to be 
located in Central America.       
 
21-22.  “They did preserve the land southward for a wilderness to get game. The 
whole face of the land northward was covered with inhabitants. who were 
exceedingly industrious.  They did buy, sell and traffic one with another that they 
might get gain.”    
 
23-27.  In these verses, Moroni emphasizes the degree to which the people went 
to utilize the talents and resources with which they were blessed.  “They did work 
in all manner of ore…did make gold, and silver, and iron, and brass, and all 
manner of metals…and did work all manner of fine work.  
 “They did have silks, and fine-twined linen; and did work all manner of 
cloth that they might clothe themselves….”     
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 “They did make all manner of tools to till the earth; both to plow, sow, reap,  
hoe, and to thrash.  They also made tools to work their beasts.”   
 “They did make all manner of weapons of war and did work all manner of  
work of exceeding curious workmanship.”  They truly were blessed with great 
skills and artful talents.  
 
28.  Moroni tells us, “Never could be a people more blessed than were they, and 
more prospered by the hand of the Lord.  And they were in a land that was 
choice above all lands, for the Lord had spoken it.”  Read the words of the Lord 
in Ether 1:38; 42; 2:7-15 
 
     When the people “did that which was right in the sight of the Lord; they did 
prosper in the land…”  (V.16) Also see Helaman 6:9; Ether 9:16-20. 
 
 
29-31.  King Lib lived for many years and begat sons and daughters.  Hearthom.  
one of his sons, succeeded his father and reigned for twenty-four years until the 
kingdom was taken from him.  He served in captivity for the remainder of his life.  
Five successive generations of Hearthom’s family served their days in captivity. 
   
   
32. Com, a sixth generation son of Hearthom, drew away half of the kingdom.  
He reigned over that half of the kingdom for forty-two years; after which he went 
to battle against King, Amgid.  They fought for many years and Com ultimately 
obtained power over the remainder of the kingdom. 
 
33.  In the days of Com there began to be robbers in the land who adopted and 
administered oaths after the manner of the ancients and sought to destroy the 
kingdom.  (See Helaman 6:26-30 for the word of God concerning oaths of secret 
combinations.  Review Ether 9:1-6 for the practice of ancient oaths in action.) 
 
34.  Com fought much against the robbers to no avail.  


