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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

 
 
CHAPTER 11 

 

1.  Com, the reigning king, was unable to defeat the influence the evildoers had 
over the people.  Just as the Lord had done in the past, He sent prophets to 
prophesy of “the destruction of that great people except they should repent, and 
turn unto the Lord…”  (See Ether 7:23; 9:28 for other instances when prophets 
were sent to warn the Jaredites.) 

 The words Moroni used in this section of his recording, “the destruction of 
that great people,” expressed his incredibility that they would jeopardize and 
relinquish the prosperity, strength and might they were blessed with and 
possessed, inasmuch as they did what was right in the sight of the Lord.  Read 
Ether 10:20-28.  Moroni tells us, “Never could there be a people more blessed 
than they, and more prospered by the hand of the Lord…” 

 
2.  The people rejected the words of the prophets and that they sought to destroy 
them.  It became necessary for the prophets to flee “unto Com for protection.” 
(Read Ether 9:29-34 for the consequences people suffer when they destroy the 
prophets.) 
  
3-4. The prophets revealed many things unto Com, “and he was blessed in all 
the remainder of his days.”  Com’s son Shiblom succeeded him.  Shiblom’s 
brother rebelled against him, and there began to be an exceedingly great war in 
all the land. 
 
5. Shiblom’s brother decreed that all the prophets who prophesied of the 
destruction of the people should be put to death.  

 We read in Matthew 5:10, the reassuring words of Jesus to his Disciples, 
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven.”  (Also see 3 Nephi 12:10-12)  
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6.  The people were greatly disturbed by the words of the prophets.  They were 
warned that if they did not repent of their wickedness “a great curse [would] come 
upon the land, and also upon the people, and there [would] be a great 
destruction among them, such as never had been…and their bones [would] 
become as heaps of earth upon the face of the land.”  In later years, this warning 
became a reality.  (See Ether 14:21)  
 
7.  “They [the people] hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord, because of their 
wicked combinations; wherefore, there began to be wars and contentions in all 
the land, and also famines and pestilences, insomuch that there was a great 
destruction, such as never had been known upon the face of the earth.”  All this 
happened during Shiblom’s reign.  (Review Moroni’s words concerning wicked 
combinations in Ether 8:18-22) 
 
8.  “The people began to repent of their iniquity…and the Lord did have mercy on 
them.”  
 Isaiah 55:7 reads, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
him…for He will abundantly pardon.” 
 
9-10. “Shiblom was slain. His son Seth was brought into captivity and did dwell in 
captivity all his days.”  Seth’s son, Ahah obtained the kingdom.  “He did do all 
manner of iniquity in his days, by which he did cause the shedding of much 
blood; and few were his days.”  
 
11-12. Ethem, a descendant of Ahah obtained the kingdom.  “He also did do that 
which was wicked in his days…There came many prophets, and prophesied 
again unto the people, that the Lord would utterly destroy them from off the face 
of the earth except they repented of their iniquities.” 
  
13.  “The people hardened their hearts, and would not hearken unto their words; 
the prophets mourned and withdrew from among the people.”   
 We read in 2 Nephi 32:7 that Nephi often mourned for his people because 
he knew the consequences they would suffer because they refused to heed his 
words. (Also see Helaman 7:6-11).  
 
14.  “Ethem did execute judgment in wickedness all his days…”  His son Moron 
became the reigning king and also “did that which was wicked before the Lord.”   
 
15-16. “The secret combination which was built up to get power and gain,” 
caused the people to rebel and contend with one another.  “A mighty man among 
them in iniquity, gave battle unto Moron.”  He succeeded in gaining half the 
kingdom and maintained it for many years.  After which time, Moron overthrew 
him and “did obtain the kingdom again.”   
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 The words of Jesus to the Nephites, read, “Verily I say unto you, he that 
hath the spirit of contention is not of me, but is of the devil who is the father of 
contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger, one with 
another.” (3 Nephi 11:29) 
 
17-19. Another mighty man who was a descendant of the brother of Jared 
successfully overthrew Moron and did obtain the kingdom.  “Moron dwelt in 
captivity all his remaining days.”  He had a son, Coriantor, who also dwelt in 
captivity all his days. 
 
20-21. Many prophets came in the days of Coriantor, “and prophesied of great 
and marvelous things, and cried repentance unto the people, and except they 
should repent the Lord God would execute judgment against them to their utter 
destruction.  And also that the Lord would bring another people to possess the 
land by His power, after the manner by which He brought their fathers.” 
 Sorrowfully, these prophesies became a reality.  (Read Omni verses 20-22; 
Ether 13:20-21) 
 
22-23. The people rejected the words of the prophets.  They were completely 
engrossed and caught up in the secret society causing them to commit wicked 
abominations.  Coriantor had a son named Ether.  Coriantor died, having dwelt in 
captivity all his days. 
 


