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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 

 
CHAPTER TWO 

 

1-3. The group, consisting of Jared, his brother, their families and friends prepare for 
their journey to, “a land, which is choice above all the lands of the earth.”  (Ether 1:12)  
This “choice land” was made barren of life by the ‘Great Flood’ so it necessitated them 
to gather together their flocks, fowls of the air, swarms of bees, seeds of every kind, and 
a vessel with fish.   
       Following the Lord’s direction, they traveled northward from Babel to Nimrod, a 
valley named after the mighty hunter; an area believed to be in the vicinity of present 
day northern Syria.   (Genesis 10:8-9)   
 
4.  Upon their arrival into the Valley of Nimrod, the Lord came down and talked with the 
brother of Jared in a cloud, and the brother of Jared saw him not. 
 
5.  The Lord went before them as he stood in a cloud, gave directions, and commanded 
them to continue their travels into the wilderness, “into that quarter where there never 
had man been.”   
 (For other instances when the Lord spoke/led man from a cloud, read: Exodus 
13:21; 34:5; Numbers 9:17; Matthew 17:5.) 
 
6. It is believed that as they continued traveling westward toward present day Lebanon, 
there were several rivers to be crossed (many waters).  When they reached the eastern 
Mediterranean seacoast it became necessary for them to build barges (perhaps a larger 
version of those required to cross the aforementioned rivers) to traverse the ‘great sea’ 
(Mediterranean Sea), through the Strait of Gibraltar and across the Atlantic Ocean.  
(The only bodies of water conducive to sustained barge travel are the great 
Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean.)   
 
7-12   Moroni explains the Lord’s intent for the Jaredites.  They were not to remain at 
the “sea in the wilderness, but that they should come forth unto the land of promise, 
which was choice above all other lands, which the Lord had preserved [from the time of 
‘The Great Flood’] for a righteous people.”  (See Ether 13:2; Genesis 8:3; 7:11; 7:19)  
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8. Moroni reminds us that the Lord, “swore…unto the brother of Jared that whoso 
should possess the land of promise from that time henceforth should serve him, the true 
and only God, or they should be swept off…”  In this last sentence, Moroni is confirming 
the reason for the total destruction of the Jaredites.  (See Jarom 3:10; Alma 37:28; 
Ether 9:20 
 
9-10.  Removing all doubt as to the Lord’s decree concerning this land, “that it is a land 
of promise, Moroni emphasizes, “Whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or 
they shall be swept off when they are ripened in iniquity.”   “Behold this is a land that is 
choice above all other lands.”  This warning continues in perpetuity.  (See 1 Nephi 
17:36-38) 
 
11.  Moroni, being well versed in the records which had been passed down from the 
time of Nephi, knew Gentiles would one day be led to this hemisphere.  He also was 
given to know that there would be Gentiles that would not, “serve the true and only 
God.”  (v. 8)   Referencing the fate of the Jaredites, Moroni warns the Gentiles to repent 
and not continue in their iniquities lest the fullness of his wrath come.  Moroni’s words 
are directed to past, present and future gentile generations.  (Read 1 Nephi 14:5-6; 2 
Nephi 1:6-7; Alma 45:16)  
 
12. The benefits offered by the Lord for serving “the God of the land, who is Jesus 
Christ…” are contained in this verse; “this choice land shall be free of bondage and  
captivity from all other nations under heaven.”  
 (See 1 Nephi 13:19; 2 Nephi 10:10-14) 

 
13. Moroni resumes his translation of the records by telling us that after they crossed 
the many waters, the Lord led them to the eastern shore of the Mediterranean seacoast.  
There they pitched their tents and called the place, “Moriancumer…and dwelt in tents 
upon the seashore for the space of four years.”  
 
14. At the end of the four years the Lord came again to the brother of Jared and talked 
with him in a cloud for three hours.  He chastened him because he forgot to call upon 
the name of the Lord.  
 
Note:  There is a positive side to being chastened by the Lord.   

Hebrews 12:6 reads, in part, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth…”  
           Read Hebrews 12:5-11.  For other references see Psalm 94:12-14;  
           Proverbs 3:11-13.  
                                                                   
15.  “The brother of Jared repented of the evil…he had done, and did [also] call upon 
the name of the Lord for his brethren…” The Lord forgave them, but warned, “Thou 
shalt not sin anymore for…my spirit will not always strive with man.”  These were the 
rulings by which they would inherit, “…a land choice, above all other lands.”  The 
scriptures are replete with encouragement to keep open communication with God 
through prayer.  Matthew 7:7; Luke 18:1; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:17;  
1 Timothy 2:1; 1 Nephi 18:3; 2 Nephi 32:9; Alma 10:22-23; 26:22.   
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16-17. The Lord instructed the brother of Jared to go to work and build barges just as 
they had previously done to cross the many rivers. The brother of Jared and his 
brethren began to build the barges according to the instructions of the Lord. The vessels 
were small; the length of a tree, light in weight, completely water tight and peaked at 
both ends.     

We know of two other instances where vessels were built by following the Lord’s 
instructions; Noah built the ark to save him and his family from the flood. (Genesis 6:14-
16) and Nephi and his brothers built a sailing vessel to bring them to the Western 
Hemisphere. (1 Nephi 17:49-51)   
 
18-19.  When the work was completed, the brother of Jared, perhaps reluctantly, remind- 
ed the Lord that the vessels lacked any light and air to breathe.  He made no attempt to 
remedy the problems himself because he had been following the instructions given by the 
Lord.  He cried unto the Lord for the solutions. 
 
20.  To alleviate the lack of air dilemma the Lord told the brother of Jared to make a 
hole both in the top and bottom of the vessel and that when air was needed they should 
unstop a hole to receive it. If water would begin to enter the vessel, they were told to 
stop up the hole. With a totally enclosed vessel, perhaps the dual air holes, when 
regulated, could create pressurization that would prevent unwanted water from entering.  
The bottom hole could also be used for waste disposal. 
 
21-22. The brother of Jared complied with the Lord’s instructions by modifying the 
vessels to solve the lack of air dilemma.  He cried again unto the Lord, relying on   
divine intervention to provide a solution to his second concern,  Behold, O Lord, wilt 
thou suffer that we shall cross this great water in darkness? 
 
23-25. At this juncture, the Lord encourages the brother of Jared to use the intelligence 
and creativity he was blessed with, saying, “What will ye that I should do that ye may 
have light in your vessels?”  Perhaps logic dictated to the brother of Jared that sunlight  
would suffice for day travel if openings (windows) could be incorporated into the design 
of the vessels and artificial light (fire) would provide ample light for nocturnal travel.  
Prior to providing a direct answer to the brother of Jared’s question, the Lord told them 
what they could not have in the vessels.  Any openings (windows) in the vessels would 
weaken the superstructure since their journey would be subjected to prolonged violent 
motions; hence the vessels would “be dashed to pieces.”  Note:  Since glass windows 
did not emerge until the eighth century B.C., the inference to “windows” assuredly refers 
to shuttered openings.  Fire would not be viable either because the vessels would be 
violently rocked by, “the mountain waves.”  The Lord told him that the vessels would be, 
as a whale in the midst of the sea…”   and assured them of safe passage since the very 
elements were controlled by Him….I will bring you up again out of the depth of the sea.   
Read 1 Nephi 3:7: 9:6;  Job 5:10; 37:2-23; Psalms 147: 15-17; 148:8.  The Lord repeats 
his question to the brother of Jared, “What will ye that I should do, that ye may have 
light?” 
 

 


