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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

 
CHAPTER THREE 

 

This chapter begins with the Brother of Jared presenting the solution to the question the 
Lord had posed to him in verse 23 of chapter 2.  “What will ye that I should do that ye 
may have light in your vessels?” 
 We learned in chapter 2 that there were eight vessels, “the length of a tree,” 
which can be fairly long.  With this in mind, the Brother of Jared thoughtfully reasoned 
that two lights per vessel would suffice; one for each end of the vessels.  He ascended 
the tall Mountain Shelem, “and did molten out of a rock sixteen small stones; and they 
were white and clear, even as transparent glass; and he did carry them in his hands 
upon the top of the mount, and cried again unto the Lord.”  (Ether 3:1)   
          For it came to pass after the Lord had prepared the stones which the brother of 
Jared had carried up into the mount, the brother of Jared came down out of the mount 
and he did put forth the stones into the vessels which were prepared; one in each end 
thereof; and behold, they did give light unto the vessels. (Ether 6:2) 
  
     Was the rock the brother of Jared found, a diamond? 
 
2.  Responding to the Lord’s words that they “must be encompassed about by the 
floods,” the brother of Jared pleads to the Lord for forgiveness for his weakness, 
acknowledging the might and holiness of the Lord, stating, “we are unworthy before 
thee; because of the fall, our natures have become evil continually; nevertheless…thou 
hast given us a commandment that we must call upon thee, that we may receive 
according to our desires.”   The brother of Jared is referring to “the fall” of Adam 
(Genesis 3:1-6) and the natural weakness of man since “the fall,” as recorded in Mosiah 
3:19; 16:3; Alma 41:1. 
 The words “thou hast given us a commandment that we must call upon thee…” 
emphasizes the never-ending need of prayer.  Prayers are not only a necessity; they 
are the perfect means of communication with the Lord.  The Bible and Book of Mormon 
are replete with references to the “commandment” mentioned here. The writings explain 
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the need, power, and the glory of prayer.  In I Thessalonians 5:17 the Apostle Paul 
captures the commandment in one sentence, “Pray without ceasing.”   
     
3.  We are not told the specifics of their “iniquities” other than his/their neglect to “call 
upon the name of the Lord.”  It is apparent that their repentance was sufficient because 
they were blest in leaving for a far better land and further blest to retain their pure 
language; unlike those who remained in the Plain of Shinar.  When they arrived at the 
seashore, perhaps in Lebanon, they pitched their tents and forgot to call upon the Lord 
for the space of four years. (Ether 2:13)  The Lord had “chastened [the brother of Jared] 
because he remembered not to call upon the name of the Lord.” (Ether 2:14)  The 
brother of Jared recognizes the mercifulness of the Lord and pleads unto him to no 
longer be angry with him and His people, “and suffer not that they shall go forth across 
this raging deep in darkness; but behold these things which I have molten out of the 
rock.” 
  
4.  The brother of Jared again acknowledges the Lord’s power and His willingness to 
extend mercy “for the benefit of man.”  He then calls upon the Lord saying, “touch these 
stones…with thy finger, and prepare them that they may shine forth in darkness…in the 
vessels which we have prepared, that we may have light while we cross the sea.” (v.4)   
Other scriptures attesting to the power and mercy of God which are extended for the 
benefit of man, read I Nephi 1:14; 7:12; Psalm 18:32.   
 
5.  This verse expresses the unwavering faith that the brother of Jared had in the power 
and love of the Lord. He concedes that man’s understanding of the Lord’s power is 
small.  Read Isaiah 55:8-9 for the Lord’s words relating to man’s understanding. 
 
6.  Exactly as requested, “the Lord stretched forth his hand and touched the stones one 
by one with his finger.  The veil was taken from off the eyes of the brother of Jared, and 
he saw the finger of the Lord; and it was as the finger of a man, like unto flesh and 
blood; and the brother of Jared fell down…for he was struck with fear.” 

 
7-8. The Lord, seeing that the brother of Jared had fallen, tells him to “arise,” and asks 
him why he had fallen.  He replied that after seeing the finger of the Lord, he feared that 
he would be smitten because he did, “not know that the Lord had flesh and blood.” 
 
9-10. The Lord said unto him: “because of thy faith thou hast seen that I will take upon 
me flesh and blood, and never has man come before me with such exceeding faith; for 
were it not so you could not have seen my finger.”  The Lord asked him if he had seen 
more than His finger.  He answered: Nay Lord, show thyself unto me.”  (v.10)  
 

On the basis of the Lord’s statement, together with the physical removal of Mount 
Zerin, it is evident that the faith of the brother of Jared exceeded that of everyone since  
creation including Enoch and Noah; men of great faith. (Ether 12:30)  Also, we read in 
Genesis 5:24, “Enoch walked with God: and he was not, for God took him.”   Hebrews 
11:5-7 speaks of the great faith that Enoch and Noah had exercised.  (Read Ether 3:15)  
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11-12. The Lord then asked the brother of Jared, “Believest thou the words which I shall 
speak?” (v.11)  “He answered; Yea Lord I know that thou speakest the truth…and 
cannot lie.” (v.12)   

Other scriptures attesting that the Lord “cannot lie,” see Numbers 23:19; 
Deuteronomy 32:4; 1 Samuel 15:29; Hebrews 6:18.     
 
13-16. After the brother of Jared said these words, “the Lord showed himself unto him, 
and said: because thou knowest these things ye are redeemed from the fall…”  (v.13) 
“I am he who was prepared from the foundation of the world to redeem my people … 
v.14)  “And never have I showed myself unto man whom I have created, for never has 
man believed in me as thou hast…This body, which ye now behold, is the body of my 
spirit…and even as I appear unto thee to be in spirit will I appear unto my people in the 
flesh.”  (v.15-16)   
 

Because of their faith, Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Nephi, his brother Jacob, King 
Lamoni all of whom lived prior to His death and resurrection were blessed to see the 
Lord as he would appear in the flesh, and be  “redeemed from the fall.” (see Exodus 
33:11; Numbers 12:8; 1 Samuel 3:21; Isaiah 6:1; 2 Nephi 11:2-3;  Alma 19:1-13).   
 
17-18.  Moroni, again tells us that he could not make a full account of everything  
recorded on the twenty four plates of Ether (Ether 1:3-5).  He says, “it suffices me to say 
that Jesus showed himself unto this man in the spirit…and in the likeness of the same 
body even as he showed himself unto the Nephites…He ministered unto him even as 
he ministered unto the Nephites…”  (See 3 Nephi 11:8-16)  
 
19-20. “Because of the knowledge of [the brother of Jared] he could not be kept from 
beholding within the veil…”   When he saw the finger of the Lord, “he had faith no 
longer, for he knew, nothing doubting…”  that it was the Lord’s finger.   “Wherefore, 
having this perfect knowledge of God…” Jesus showed himself unto him.  
 
21-24. The Lord informs the brother of Jared, that because of his belief he would show 
unto him all things.  The Lord further tells him, “thou shalt not suffer these things which 
ye have seen and heard to go forth unto the world, until the time cometh that I shall 
glorify my name in the flesh…”  The Lord commands him to write everything that will be 
revealed unto him, and then he was to “seal them up, that no one can interpret them; for 
ye shall write them in a language that they cannot read.” (v.22) 
 The Lord also gave the brother of Jared two stones and commanded him to seal 
them up with his writings. (v.23)  He is informed that the language in which he would 
write would be confounded, and in the Lord’s, “own due time, these stones shall 
magnify to the eyes of men these things which ye shall write.” (v.24)   
 
25-26. “And when the Lord had said these words, he showed unto the brother of Jared 
all the inhabitants of the earth which had been, and also all that would be…even unto 
the ends of the earth” (v.25)  The Lord had said unto him, “if he would believe in him,  
he could show unto him all things…therefore the Lord could not withhold anything from 
him…” (v.26) 
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27-28. The Lord again instructs the brother of Jared to write everything he has seen and 
to, “seal them up; and I will show them in mine own due time unto the children of men.” 
(v.27)  The Lord further commands him to “seal up the two stones which he had 
received, and show them not, until the Lord should show them unto the children of 
men.” (v.28) 
 
Details on the, “two stones,” and the “due time,” of the Lord will be covered in chapter 4.  
 
 
 
   
 
 


