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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 
 

CHAPTER FOUR 

 

1.  Having revealed unto the brother of Jared, “all the inhabitants of the earth which had been, and also all that would 
be…even unto the ends of the earth,” (Ether 3:25) “the Lord commanded [him] to go down out of the mount…and 
write the things which he had seen…” 
 The Lord had forbidden the brother of Jared to show his writings to anyone.  Upon completion, he was to 
seal them up together with the two stones the Lord had given him.  They would be needed to interpret the writings 
because the Lord had confounded the language in which these things were written. (Read Ether 3:23-24)   
 
This is the first time since the creation of the world ( over 1757 years earlier ) that there has arisen a need for the 
great gift spoken of in Mosiah 8: 13-18: the gift of a “ Seer”.  For up to this point all the world was of one language 
(the language of Adam & Eve was, in fact, the Jaredite language); therefore there was no need for such a gift (see 
Genesis 11:1).  But in the days of Peleg (which means division) the earth was divided (Genesis 10:25 ).  If we go to 
Genesis 11:9-16 and do the math we find that Peleg was born, approximately, 101 yrs after the flood which occurred, 
approximately 1656 yrs after creation (according to the historian Flavius Josephus ). This time period of Peleg is very 
much in harmony of the time of the departure of the Jaredites from the Plain of Shinar ( if you allow for time to move 
east (after the flood) along with the time it took to contrive a plan to build and actually start building the tower of Babel 
to such a great height).  So, we see the need arising ( sometime after 1757 ) for the seer stones.  God gave them to 
the brother of Jared.  Mosiah has used them to translate the 24 gold plates.  They have been used by Joseph Smith 
Jr. ( translation of Book of Mormon ) and they will be used again by the Choice Seer spoken of in 2 Nephi chapter 3.  
These above mentioned servants have been or will be God’s Seers, all possessing this great gift of God. 
 
 
These records would not come forth, “unto the children of men until after He should be lifted up upon the cross.” (v. 
1) 
 Moroni, knew that King Mosiah had received and interpreted these records in approximately 91 BC, explains 
that because of the commandment given to the brother Jared, “ King Mosiah did keep them that they should not 
come unto the world until after Christ should show himself unto his people.” (v.1)   For a few details leading to the 
event of King Mosiah receiving and interpreting these records, read Mosiah 21:23:28; Mosiah 28:11-20) 
 
2.  “And after Christ truly had showed himself unto his people he commanded that they [the records] should be made 
manifest.”  (Read 3 Nephi chapters 9 through 28 for a complete account of the time that Christ showed himself unto 
his people in this hemisphere.)  Following the appearance of Christ upon this land, there was peace, complete unity, 
and prosperity among the people for the space of about 158 years.  (See 4 Nephi 1:15-20)   4th Nephi verse 2-3 
shows that this peaceful condition starts at about 36AD when everyone upon the land was converted and they begin 
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to have all things common; and extends until approximately 194 AD ( see verses 20-21 when a Lamanite revolt 
occurs).  Also verses 24 and 25 show great worldliness entering among them in the 201st year; and it deteriorates 
from there to the end of the book.  So if you subtract 36AD from 194AD you have, at best, only 158 yrs of perfect 
harmony or a mini peaceful reign.   

 The people that dwelt in this hemisphere at that time were all converted unto the Lord.  They were given the 
opportunity to have knowledge of the contents of the precious records mentioned above. 
 
3.   Moroni continued, “And now, after that, they have all dwindled in unbelief…therefore I am commanded that I 
should hide them up again in the earth.” 

We read in 4 Nephi the words of Mormon concerning the complete transition from righteousness to 
wickedness.  He writes, in part, “The people had multiplied, insomuch that they were spread upon all the face of the 
land, and that they had become exceedingly rich, because of their prosperity in Christ…In this two hundred and first 
year there began to be those who were lifted up in pride…and they began to be divided in classes…and to build up 
churches unto themselves to get gain, and to deny the true church of Christ.” (4 Nephi 1:23-26)   Mormon further tells 
us, “When three hundred years had passed away, both the people of Nephi and the Lamanites had become 
exceedingly wicked…” (4 Nephi 1:45)  For a complete account of the events leading up to the falling away of the 
followers of Christ, read the complete chapter of 4 Nephi 1. 
  
4-5.   Moroni recorded, “the very things which the brother of Jared saw; and there never were greater things made 
manifest than those which were made manifest unto the  brother of Jared.”  (v. 4)  The Lord commanded Moroni to 
write them and to seal them up, together with the interpreters. (v. 5) 
 
In this chapter, Jesus was in constant communication with Moroni as he translated the records of the brother of 
Jared.  Verses 6 through 19 are the words of the Lord as quoted by Moroni. 
  
6.  The Lord spoke to Moroni saying, “They [the records] shall not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they 
shall repent of their iniquity, and become clean before the Lord.” 
 The records referred to in this verse are not included in the present Book of Mormon.   
2 Nephi 27: 7-11 reads in part, “The book shall be sealed; and in the book shall be a revelation from God, from the 
beginning of the world to the ending thereof…The book shall be delivered unto a man, and he shall deliver the words 
of the book, which are the words of those who have slumbered in the dust [the Book of Mormon]…but the words 
which are sealed he shall not deliver…for the book shall be sealed by the power of God…and shall be kept in the 
book until the own due time of the Lord; for they reveal all things from the foundation of the world unto the end 
thereof…The day cometh…they shall be read by the power of Christ; and all things shall be revealed unto the 
children of men…”  (The book, “sealed by the power of God…” contained the things the brother of Jared saw.) 
 
7. “In that day that they [the Gentiles] shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that 
they may become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw…”  (Also 
read 2 Nephi 30: 8-18) 
 
8.  The Lord tells Moroni, “he that will contend against, or deny the word of the Lord, let him be accursed…for unto 
them will I show no greater things…for I am he who speaketh.”   (“the word of the Lord”  in this verse, refers to the 
Bible and the Book of Mormon.) 

 In 2 Nephi 27:14, we read, “Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to bring forth the words of the book; [the 
Book of Mormon] and woe be unto him that rejecteth the word of God!”  2 Nephi 28:29-30 makes reference to the 
necessity of having the Bible and the Book of Mormon, “Woe unto him that shall say: We have received the word of 
God, and we need no more of the word of God, for we have enough!”  This is further reinforced by 2 Nephi 29:6 
which states, “Thou fool, that shall say: A Bible, we have got a Bible, and we need no more Bible…” 
 
9.  The Lord is in control.  The elements, as well as all things celestial and terrestrial obey his command; all are done  
“at the command of our great and everlasting God.”  (Helaman 12:8)  Read Helaman 12:8-17 for Nephi’s explanation 
of the phenomena of nature and Joshua 10:12-14 for the day the earth stood still.  Joshua commanded the sun and 
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moon to stand still. “So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hastened not to go down about a whole day.”  
Helaman 12:14-15 reads, in part, “If he [the Lord] say unto the earth – Thou shalt go back, that it lengthen out the day 
for many hours - it is done…the earth goeth back, and it appeareth unto man that the sun standeth still; yea, and 
behold, this is so; for surely it is the earth that moveth and not the sun.”   
 It appears here that Nephi, the son of Helaman, is reflecting on the words of Joshua.  The records that 
Nephi received from Laban were passed down to future generations of the Nephites. They included the writings of 
Joshua.  It was given to Nephi, the son of Lehi, to see all things from the beginning to the end.  The information 
concerning the earth standing still could have been recorded by him.  
 There was another time when the Lord was requested to turn back the hands of time.  II Kings 20:8-10 
reads, in part, Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, what shall be the sign that the Lord will heal me…?  Isaiah said, this sign 
shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten 
degrees, or go back ten degrees? Hezekiah answered…let the shadow return backward ten degrees.” And it was so.  
Read chapter 20, beginning with verse one for the complete experience. Also see Isaiah 38:1-8. 
 
 The following quotes are taken from the Lakeview Messenger1.  “Did you know that the space program is 
busy proving that what had been called myth in the Bible is true?  Mr. Harold Hill, President of the Curtis Engine 
Company, and consultant in the space program, released the following…We have to lay out the orbit in terms of the 
life of the satellite.  They ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries and it came to a halt.  The 
computer stopped and put up a red signal…The computer showed there was one day missing in elapsed time in 
space!   

One fellow on the team recalled that the Bible mentioned a time in the Old Testament in which the sun stood 
still for nearly a day….They got a Bible and found it in Joshua 10:13.”  [They put the information into the computer.]  
“It was close, but not close enough.  The elapsed time…was 23 hours and 20 minutes, not a whole day...  

They were still in trouble.  If you cannot account for 40 minutes, you will be in trouble 1,000 years from now.  
The fellow who started the scripture hunt remembered that the Bible also spoke about a time when the sun went 
backward…They got the Book and read II Kings 20…Hezekiah asked the Lord to turn back the sun 10 degrees.  Ten 
degrees is exactly 40 minutes.  Therefore, 23 hours and 20 minutes in Joshua, plus 40 minutes in II Kings make the 
24 hours the space travelers would have to log in the log-book as being the missing day in the universe.  Once again 
God is proving His divine Truth as Revealed in the Bible.” 
 
10.  The unbeliever of the Word of God [Bible and Book of Mormon] expounded by His disciples from generation to 
generation, shall be condemned at the last day and shall be made to, “know that it is I [the Lord] that speaketh at the 
last day.”  (Read 2 Nephi 25:22; 33:14-15; 3 Nephi 27:25-27) 
 
11-12.  Conversely, the believers of the Word of God will be visited with the manifestations of the Spirit of the Lord.  
This Spirit shall prove that the words of the Lord are true, “for it persuadeth men to do good.  And whatsoever thing 
persuadeth men to do good is of [God].”   Omni 1:25 lists a few of “the manifestations of the Spirit of the Lord,” 
stating, “come unto God, the Holy One of Israel, and believe in prophesying, and in revelations, and in the ministering 
of angels, and in the gift of speaking with tongues, and in the gift of interpreting languages, and in all things which are 
good; for there is nothing which is good save it comes from the Lord; and that which is evil cometh from the devil.”  
(Also read Alma 5:40; Moroni 7:12-17; 10:7-19; 1Cor. 12:7-11)   
 The Lord continues, saying, “He that will not believe my words will not believe that I am; and he will not 
believe the Father who sent me.  I am the Father, the light, the life, and the truth of the world.”  (v.12)  (Read Mosiah 
16:9; Moroni 7:18-19) 
 
13.  Jesus calls to the Gentiles to come unto him and promises to show them great things; knowledge of which is hid 
up because of unbelief.  The beginning of this promise was kept when the plates were delivered to Joseph Smith. 
3 Nephi 26:9-10 reads, “When they shall have received this, [the Book of Mormon] which is expedient that they 
should have first…if it shall so be that they believe these things then shall the greater things be made manifest unto 
them.”  (Also read Alma 12:9-11)             

                                                 
1 Lakeview Messenger, copied from the Illuminator, edited by Robert K. Stewart 
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14-15.  Jesus calls, “Come unto me, O ye house of Israel, and it shall be made manifest unto you how great things 
the Father hath laid up for you from the foundation of the world; and It had not come unto you, because of your 
unbelief.” (v.14)   When they, “shall rend the veil of unbelief…when ye shall call upon the Father in my name, with a 
broken heart and a contrite spirit…then shall ye know that the Father hath remembered the covenant which he made 
unto your fathers…” (v.15)   
 The scripture detailing the covenant the Lord made unto the house of Israel begins in Genesis 13:14-17 and 
reads, in part, “…Lift up thine eyes and look…northward, and southward, and eastward and westward: all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.  I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: if a man 
can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered…”  Genesis 15:18 reads, in part, “…the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river Euphrates.”  (The “river of Egypt,” mentioned here is generally believed to be a small stream south of Gaza, 
known as Wadi el Arish.)   For other references to “the covenant,” read Genesis 17:1-8; Acts 3:25 (this verse reflects 
the words in Genesis 22:17-18).   

The Lord confirmed the covenant made unto Abraham when he spoke to Isaac. (See Genesis 26:3-5)  and 
was further established when He spoke to Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15).  There are many other references to the 
covenant in the scriptures, but they  will not come about until they (the house of Israel) “shall rend the veil of 
unbelief.” (v.15)  2 Nephi 10:7-8 reads, in part, “thus saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe 
in me, that I am Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh…unto the 
lands of their inheritance.  And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the 
isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth…”   
  
16.  In this verse the Lord tells us that when we see the transition of the House of Israel, we will know that the time is 
at hand for the revelations given to the Apostle John will be made known to all people.  1 Nephi 14:18-27 explains 
that the writings of John “were plain and pure, and most precious and easy to the understanding of men.”   In 1 Nephi 
13:21-29, we read the words of the angel that spoke to Nephi, explaining why the words of John are no longer easy 
to understand.  When “…The book [the Bible] proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew…it contained the fullness of 
the gospel of the Lord…these things [went] forth in purity unto the Gentiles.  And after they [went] forth…that great 
and abominable church…[took] away parts which are plain and most precious…”  The writings of John, mentioned 
here, along with the writings of the brother of Jared are the sealed records that will come forth in the Lord’s due time. 
 
17.  “Therefore, when ye shall receive this record ye may know that the work of the Father has commenced upon all 
the face of the land.”   “This record” is the book we have in hand, the Book of Mormon.    
 In 2 Nephi 30:3-8, Nephi tells his people, “after the book of which I have spoken [the Book of Mormon] shall 
come forth…unto the Gentiles…they shall carry it forth unto the remnant of our seed.” (v.3)  “It shall come to pass 
that the Jews which are scattered also shall begin to believe in Christ…” (v.7)  “It shall come to pass that the Lord 
God shall commence his work among all nations…to bring about the restoration of his people upon the earth.” (v.8)   

Read the words of Jesus as recorded in 3 Nephi 21:7; 26-29 concerning the chain of events following the 
day “when this gospel shall be preached among the remnant of this people.” (v.26)   
 
18.  The Lord instructs all mankind to repent, come unto him and believe in his gospel. The commandment of 
Baptism in the name of Jesus is emphasized.  “For he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth 
not shall be damned…”   He further tells us, “Signs shall follow them that believe in [his] name.”   
 After Jesus was resurrected, he appeared unto the eleven apostles.  His final words to them (in part) were, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
he that believeth not shall be damned.  These signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
him; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:14-18)  After the Lord spoke to them, he was 
received up into heaven.  Also read Mormon 9:21-25. 
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19.  Jesus concludes, “Blessed is he that is found faithful unto my name at the last day, for he shall be lifted up to 
dwell in the kingdom prepared for him from the foundation of the world…”  For other references to the promise given, 
read John 3:16-17; 36; 5:24; 12:48-50.  
 


