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The Holy Bible 

The Book of Mormon 

 

 
CHURCH EDUCATION 

 
 

 
‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER  

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

 

1.  Moroni, having diligently recorded the words of the Lord (in chapter four) he 
continues his writings, addressing the future translator of his records.  He emphasizes 
the commandment given him to seal up the plates containing the things which the 
brother of Jared had seen.  (See Ether 4: 4-7)  Moroni stresses, “therefore touch them 
not in order that ye may translate; for that thing is forbidden you, except by and by it 
shall be wisdom in God. 
 
Nephi prophesied more than 950 years before Moroni recorded the things which the 
brother of Jared had seen, that they would, “be sealed by the power of God…until the 
own due time of the Lord…”  (2 Nephi 27:10)  Also read 2 Nephi 27:6-10.  
  
For details concerning the “future translator,” read the “Brief Account of Joseph Smith’s 
Experiences,” recorded in the first few pages of The Book of Mormon.         
 

2.  Verse two begins with Moroni explaining to the future translator the necessary 
process by which these records would ultimately be presented to the world.  It was 
given to Moroni to know the existing circumstances surrounding the receiving and the 
translating of the plates that would come unto the Gentiles in the distant future.   
 Moroni states, “Behold, ye may be privileged that ye may show the plates unto 
those who shall assist to bring forth this work.”  Moroni is stating here that Joseph Smith 
will be given the authority (which otherwise would be forbidden) to show the plates, but 
only as permitted by the Lord. 
  
3.  Moroni tells us that three witnesses would testify to the truth of the plates that would 
be delivered to Joseph Smith.  2 Nephi 27:12, reads, in part, “Wherefore, at that day 
when the book shall be delivered unto the man of whom I have spoken, the book shall 
be hid from the eyes of the world…save it be that three witnesses shall behold it, by the 
power of God, besides him [Joseph Smith] to whom the book shall be delivered…”  
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4.  Moroni continues, “in the mouth of three witnesses shall these things be 
established;…and this work, in the which shall be shown forth the power of God and 
also his word, of which the Father, and the Son, and the Holy ghost bear record—and 
all this shall stand as a testimony against the world at the last day.” [The warning is 
directed to those that reject the validity of The Book of Mormon.]  2 Nephi 28:29 reads, 
“Wo be unto him that shall say, ‘ We have received the word of God, and we need no 
more of the word of God, for we have enough!’” 
 
5.  Moroni is addressing both the Gentles and the Jews when he states “If it so be that 
they repent and come unto the Father in the name of Jesus, they shall be received into 
the kingdom of God.”   (see Mormon 9:21-23; Mark 16:15-16) 
 
6. If anyone has doubt concerning the authority given to Moroni to declare the 
admonitions and promises of the Lord, he leaves it up to the reader to judge.  He 
concludes this chapter with these words, “Ye shall know that I have authority when ye 
shall see me, and we shall stand before God at the last day.”  (See Moroni 7:18 for the 
caution that should be used, in judging.  Also see Matthew 7:2)  
  
The writings of Moroni recorded here were done approximately in 420 AD.  The Golden 
Plates, upon which were engraved a record of the ancient inhabitants of this Western 
Hemisphere, were given to Joseph Smith in September of 1827.        
 
For the testimony and names of the three witnesses mentioned above, see the page 
facing the “Names and Order of Books” in the front of The Book of Mormon.  Also, on 
the same page, see “The Testimony of Eight Witnesses.”  2 Nephi 27:12-14 makes 
reference to the three witnesses and also to the other witnesses.  Verse 14 states, 
“Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to bring forth the words of the book; and in the 
mouth of as many witnesses as seemeth him good will he establish his word…”     


