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CHAPTER SIX 
 
1.  Moroni states, “And now, I, Moroni, proceed to give the record of Jared and his 
brother.”  Here, Moroni resumes his abridgment of the twenty-four gold plates, 
continuing where he left off in Chapter 4 verse one, which states, “And the Lord 
commanded the brother of Jared to go down out of the mount…and write the 
things which he had seen; and they [the writings] were forbidden to come unto the 
children of men until after that He [Jesus] should be lifted up upon the cross…” 
 
2.  Moroni tells us “…after the Lord had prepared the stones which the brother of 
Jared had carried up into the mount,…” the brother of Jared then carried the 
sixteen  stones down the mountain and placed one in each end of the eight 
vessels which they had prepared for their journey across the “great deep.”  Ether 
2:25 “They [the stones] did give light unto the vessels.”  (See Ether 3:1-6 for 
details in the preparation of the stones.)  
 
3. “…Thus the Lord caused stones to shine in darkness, to give light unto men, 
women, and children, that they might not cross the great waters in darkness.” 
 
4. In preparation for their journey, the Jaredites had followed the Lord’s 
instructions to gather flocks of every kind; and also seeds of every kind.  They 
gathered fowls of the air, a vessel with fish, and the honeybee.  (See Ether 1:41; 
2:1-3 for the detailed list)  “…They [also] had prepared all manner of food that 
thereby they might subsist upon the water, and also food for their flocks and herds, 
and whatsoever beast or animal or fowl that they should carry with them.”   Now 
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that the vessels were complete, “they got aboard of their vessels or barges, and 
set forth into the sea, commending themselves unto the Lord their God.”   
 
 This was the second recorded instance detailing the Lord’s instructions for 
man to gather herds, beasts, fowls and other living creatures.  Instructions also 
included gathering food for both man and beast for nourishment during their 
journey upon the water.  (See Genesis 6:18:22 for the first time)  In both instances, 
preparation was being made to replenish the land, which had been made barren 
by the great flood.  Noah preserved life, obeying the words of God directing him, 
saying, “Of every living thing of all flesh shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them 
alive…fowls after their kind…and every creeping thing of the earth…” (Genesis 
6:19-20)  After the great flood, when the waters receded, the Western Hemisphere 
was set aside as a chosen land of the Lord with the intent that all the inhabitants 
who lived there should serve Him.(Ether 13:2-3)  Through Noah, the Eastern 
Hemisphere was replenished by the preservation of life, as commanded by God.  
Through the brother of Jared and his family and friends, the Lord now extended 
these same necessities for replenishing the barren land in the Western 
Hemisphere.  The necessity of replenishing the Western Hemisphere is an 
indication that the flood of Noah’s time was, in fact, worldwide. (Gen 6:17 and 
2 Peter 3:6-7).  This is a beautiful type of baptism.  As the earth was baptized with 
water in Noah’s time, it is now reserved unto a baptism of fire to be cleansed ; even 
as we are baptized by water and the fire of God to cleanse us through the Holy 
Ghost (see 2 Nephi 31:13-14, Matthew 3:11 and Luke 3:16.) Even so, Mother Earth 
(from which we were taken in creation) must also receive the final baptism of fire and 
subsequent cleansing before the coming of the Lord.  
 

When Lehi and his family arrived upon the land of promise they discovered 
there were beasts of every kind: cows, oxen, asses, horses, goats and all manner 
of wild animals, which were for the use of men.  (1 Nephi 18:25)  Thus we see that 
the flocks, herds and beasts brought to this land by the Jaredites were fruitful and 
multiplied. 
 
 We read in Ether 2:3 that the Jaredites, “…did carry with them deseret, 
which, by interpretation, is a honeybee; and thus they did carry with them swarms 
of bees...”   
 
How important are the honeybees? 
 

Currently there is concern by biologists, environmentalists and farmers that 
the honeybee population is diminishing.  An article published by the Department of 
Entomology written by J.T. Ambrose, Extension Apiculturist, explains the 
importance of honeybees throughout the world.  Many plants and crops require 
insect pollination.  A few are apples, cucumbers, squash, watermelons, peas, 
beans, almonds, many of the berry crops, and other fruits and vegetables that 
have flowers.  Without pollination they cannot grow. 
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 Food for wildlife would also be scarce without pollination.  For example, up 
to 25% of a black bear’s diet comes from berries and seeds.  In addition, many 
birds feed on pollinated seeds, nuts, and berries.  Other insects also pollinate 
many of the foodstuffs for wildlife, but the honeybees play a major role. 
 This reduction in honeybee numbers is caused by the accidental 
introduction of two mite pests into the Americas and the indiscriminant use of 
insecticides, which should not be administered until after the flower has been 
pollinated and fallen from the plant.  Beekeepers, researchers and state regulators 
are all working to reduce the impact of the mite pests.  
 

*********************** 
  
5-6.  The Jaredites boarded their vessels, “And it came to pass that the Lord 
caused…a furious wind to blow upon the face of the waters towards the promised 
land…They were many times buried in the depths of the sea, because of the 
mountain waves…and terrible tempests which were caused by the fierceness  
of the wind.” 
 The Lord had previously informed the Brother of Jared of the conditions 
they would face on their journey.  They would be subjected to high winds and 
mountainous waves that would dash against them.  Along with the caution came 
the reassurance from the Lord saying, “Nevertheless, I will bring you up again out 
of the depths of the sea…I prepare you against these things…”  (Ether 2:24-25) 
 
7.  When they were buried in the deep water could hurt them, because their 
vessels were tight like unto a dish. (See Ether 2:16-17 for the Lord’s instructions 
for construction of the vessels.)  Moroni likens the secure structure of the vessels 
to the watertight ark of Noah.  (See Genesis 6:14-16 for God’s instructions to Noah 
concerning the ark.)   
 Moroni tells us, “When they were encompassed about by many waters they 
did cry unto the Lord, and He did bring them forth again upon the top of the 
waters.” 
 
8-10. “…The wind did never cease to blow towards the promised land while they 
were upon the waters…” “…They did sing praises unto the Lord,” and did thank 
and praise the Lord all day long; when the night came, they did not cease to praise 
the Lord. Thus they were driven...no monster…neither whale could mar them. 
They did have light continually, [the stones never went dim] whether it was 
above…or under the water.   

This trip could never be described as “smooth sailing.”  In spite of turbulent 
conditions, the Jaredites sang praises to the Lord and gave thanks to Him, day 
and night.  

We are encouraged through the scriptures to sing songs of praise and 
thanksgiving unto the Lord.  Many of the Psalms of David prompt the reader to 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord…Serve the Lord with gladness: come before 
his presence with singing…” (Psalm 100: 1-2) Also see Psalms 66; 92; 95; 96; 98.  
Read Exodus: 15:21; Isaiah 42:10; Ephesians 5:19-20; Acts 16:25; 26; Alma 26:8; 
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3 Nephi 4:31-32.  These are just a few of the many scriptural references to singing 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. 
       
11-12. After three hundred forty-four days, “…they did land upon the shore of the 
promised land.”   
 
 There are no records with any certainty detailing the path they traveled. It is 
possible they may have exited the present day Middle East mainland and traveled 
west, traversed the Mediterranean Sea, passed through the Strait of Gibraltar and 
then made a transatlantic crossing.  By following a slight southwest path, they 
would then have entered the Gulf of Mexico and subsequently arrived in the 
promised land. 
 

Alma makes mention of this location, calling it, “…Desolation…the land 
which had been peopled and been destroyed …whose bones…was discovered by 
the people of Zarahemla, it being the place of their [the Jaredites] first landing.” 
(Alma 22:30) 

 
 When the Jaredites, “…set their feet upon the shores of the promised land 
they bowed themselves down upon the face of the land, and did humble 
themselves before the Lord, and did shed many tears of joy…because of… His 
tender mercies over them.” 
 
13.  Soon after getting settled, they “began to till the earth,” using the seeds the 
Lord instructed them to bring. (see Ether 1:41) 
 
14-16. Jared had four sons and eight daughters. (See verses 20-21)  His sons’ 
names were Jacom, Gilgah, Mahah, and Orihah.  The brother of Jared had twenty 
two sons and daughters v.20.  The friends of Jared and his brother were about 
twenty-two souls. They also begat sons and daughters…therefore they began to 
be many. 
 
17.  They were taught from on High to walk humbly before the Lord.   Jacob 4:8 
reads, in part, “…No man knoweth of His ways save it be revealed unto him…” 
Also Isaiah 54:13 says, “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great 
shall be the peace of thy children.” 
 
18.  They began to multiply and spread upon the face of the land and to till the 
earth.  They became strong in the land.  
 
19.  “…The brother of Jared began to be old and saw that he must soon go down 
to the grave.” He said to Jared, “Let us gather together our people that we may 
number them,” that we may know what they will desire of us before we go down to 
our graves.  This was very important because Jared and his brother were the 
spiritual and natural leaders of the people. 
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20-21. After they numbered the people they asked them what they desired of them 
“before they went down to their graves.”  
 
22-23. The people desired that one of the sons of either Jared or his brother should 
be anointed a king over them…This was grievous to both Jared and his brother. The 
brother of Jared said unto them, “Surely this thing leadeth into captivity.”  Never 
having experienced being under the rule of a king, the brother of Jared was able to 
come to this conclusion because they had been taught “from on High.”  (v. 17) The 
Lord was in constant communication with the brother of Jared.  In later years, 
through experience, the consequences of a king became well known.  Read Ether 
chapters 7 and 8, Mosiah 11:1-16, 29:16-23, Samuel 8:10-18.  
 
24-25. “But Jared said unto his brother: Suffer them that they may have a king.”  
This being said, the people were instructed to either choose one of the sons of 
Jared or of his brother.  They chose Pagag, the firstborn son of the brother of 
Jared.  He refused to be their king.  The people wanted his father to constrain him, 
but he refused to do so and commanded them that they should constrain no man 
to be their king.” 
 
26-27. The people then chose all the brothers of Pagag.  They all refused the 
kingship. Then the people chose Jared’s sons, all of which declined except Orihah 
who was subsequently anointed to be king over the people. 
 
28.  Orihah began to reign. The people began to prosper and they became 
exceedingly rich. There are many scriptural references to the Lord’s promising, 
“Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper.” (1 Nephi 2:20)  
Psalm 1:1-3 reads, in part, “ Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly…But his delight is in the law of the Lord…whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.”  For a few other references, see Joshua 1:7; 1 Nephi 4:14; Mosiah 1:7; 
2:22; Alma 37:13. 
 
29-30. It came to pass that both Jared and his brother died.  Orihah walked 
humbly before the Lord and remembered all of the great things the Lord had done 
for his father. He taught also his people all of the great things that the Lord had 
done for their fathers.   


