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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

 
CHAPTER 9 

 

1.  After Moroni concluded his warnings to the Gentiles, receiving these records 
in the future, concerning the dire circumstances of allowing “murderous 
combinations” to exist, he proceeded in his translating of the records of Ether. 
 “It came to pass that because of the secret combinations of Akish and his 
friends, behold they did overthrow the kingdom of Omer.”  (Read Ether 8:13-16 to 
review the pact Akish had made with his friends.) 
  
2-3.  “The Lord was merciful unto Omer [and his family] and warned him in a dream 
that [they] should depart out of the land.  They traveled many days…and passed by 
the hill of Shim [continuing] eastward…to Ablom, by the seashore, and there [they 
pitched their tents].” The hill of Shim appears to be on the route to hill Ramah, 
known as Cumorah to the Nephites.  (Mormon 6:2)  It [hill Cumorah] was where 
Mormon hid the plates of Nephi, “save it were [a] few plates which [he] gave to [his] 
son Moroni.  It was also the area in which the Nephites suffered their final destruct- 
ion between 385-400 AD.  (Mormon 6:6)   (Read Mormon 6:1-15; 8:2-9 for details on 
the destruction of the Nephites.) 
 
4.  Omer, the king, was gone from the territory, “And it came to pass that Jared 
was anointed king over the people, by the hand of wickedness…” As promised, 
Jared “gave unto Akish his daughter to wife.” 
 
5-6.  Akish had developed the desire to be king and this could only be achieved 
by taking the life of Jared, his father-in-law.  By means of those who had sworn 
oaths unto Akish, “they obtained the head of his father-in-law, as he sat upon his 
throne, giving audience to his people.”  (Review Esther 8:13-16 for these oaths.) 

“This wicked and secret society had corrupted the hearts of all the people; 
therefore Jared was murdered upon his throne, and Akish reigned in his stead.” 
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7-9.  “Akish began to be jealous of his son…he shut him up in prison, and kept 
him with little or no food until he had suffered death.”  His brother, “Nimrah, was 
angry with his father because of that which he had done unto his brother. He  
gathered together a small number of men, and fled out of the land and came over 
and dwelt with [King] Omer.” 
 
10-11.  “Akish begat other sons, and they won the hearts of the people.”  Despite 
the fact that the people had sworn unto Akish, “to do all manner of iniquity 
according to that which he desired” their desire was for gain.  The sons of Akish 
successfully drew the more part of the people away from their father by offering 
them money. 
 
12.  Because of jealousy, the desire for power, and the rise of secret 
combinations, “there began to be a war between the sons of Akish and Akish, 
which lasted for many years, unto the destruction of nearly all the people of the 
kingdom, save it were thirty souls, and those who had fled to Omer.” 
 
13-15.   “[King] Omer was restored again to the land of his inheritance…In his old 
age he begat Emer; and he anointed him to be king to reign in his stead…and did 
fill the steps of his father.”  Omer lived to see peace in the land for two years 
before he died. 
 
16-19.  Under the reign of Emer, “the Lord began again to take the curse from off 
the land and the house of Emer…In the space of sixty-two years they had 
become exceeding strong…and rich.”  They had all manner of fruit, grain, silks, 
fine linen, gold, silver, cattle, oxen, sheep, swine, and goats, animals that were 
useful for food, horses, elephants, cureloms, and cumoms.  (1 Nephi 18:25 tells 
us that when Lehi and his family came to this land, they found the things 
mentioned above.) 

Note: According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, cureloms and 
cumoms could have been working animals or beasts of burden, which “are as 
yet, undiscovered, and probably an extinct species.” 
 
20.  “Thus the Lord did pour out his blessings upon the land, which was choice 
above all other lands; and he commanded that whoso should possess the land 
should possess it unto the Lord, or they should be destroyed…”  (The Lord gave 
this same promise and commandment to the brother of Jared and his people 
before they crossed that great sea which divideth the lands.  See Ether 2:7-15)   
 
21-22.  “Emer did execute judgment in righteousness all his days.”  He had many 
sons and daughters, one of which was Coriantum.  Emer anointed him in his 
stead.  Emer lived another four years, “he saw peace in the land, and even saw 
the Son of Righteousness, and did rejoice and glory in his day, and died in 
peace.”   
 The first recorded mortal to see “the Son of Righteousness” was the 
brother of Jared.  (See Ether 3: 9-16)  
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23-25.  “Coriantum did walk in the steps of his father, and did build many mighty 
cities, and did administer that which was good unto his people.”  He had no 
children.  His wife died when she was one hundred and two year old.  Coriantum 
married “a young maid, and begat sons and daughters; he lived until he was one 
hundred and forty-two years old.”  His son Com reigned in his stead for forty-nine 
years.  “He begat Heth; and also other sons and daughters.” 
 
26-27. ”The people had spread over all the face of the land, and there began 
again to be an exceeding great wickedness…Heth began to embrace the secret 
plans of old, to destroy his father.”  After dethroning and slaying his father, he 
made himself king.   
 
 
28-29.  “There came prophets in the land again, crying repentance unto them…” 
As in the past, and throughout the scriptures, when, “that same being who did 
entice our first parents to partake of the forbidden fruit,” (Helaman 6:26) captures 
the hearts of the children of men, the Lord sends His messengers to remind  
people of the consequences they will face if His commandments are not kept. 
(Review Ether 2:8; 9:20 for the Lord’s commandment concerning this land of 
promise.)   

They were warned of, “a great famine, in which they should be destroyed 
if they did not repent.”  But the people believed not the words of the prophets and   
cast them out; some they cast into pits and left them to perish…They did these 
things according to the commandment of King Heth.”   
(The prophet Jeremiah had been cast into a pit.  His experience is detailed in 
Jeremiah 38:6-13)   
 
30.  “And it came to pass that there began to be a great dearth [scarcity of food] 
upon the land.”  The Lord held back the rain, causing nothing to grow. In a short 
space of time, many people died from the lack of food and water.  
 
31-32.  “And there came forth poisonous snakes…and did poison many people… 
Their flocks began to flee before the poisonous serpents, towards the land 
southward, which was called Zarahemla by the Nephites. …Many of the flock did 
perish by the way…”  Some made it safely into the land southward.   

(For a review of the Nephites discovery of Zarahemla, read Omni 1:12-19)   
 
33.  The Lord spared the flocks, He,” did cause the serpents that they should 
pursue them no more, but that they [the serpents] should hedge up the way that 
the people could not pass, that whoso should attempt to pass would fall by the 
poisonous serpents.”    
 
34.  “The people did follow the course of the beasts, and did devour the 
carcasses of them [the flocks] which fell by the way, until they had devoured 
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them all.  When they saw that they must perish they began to repent of their 
iniquities and cry unto the Lord.” 
 
35.  “When they had humbled themselves sufficiently before the Lord he did send 
rain upon the face of the earth…there began to be fruit in the north countries, and 
in all the countries round about.  The Lord did show forth his power unto them in 
preserving them from famine.”   
 Another instance when man did evil in the sight of the Lord, that rain was 
withheld causing a great famine.  The cause, and complete outcome are 
recorded in First Kings 16:30 through 18:45.  James 5: 17-18 makes reference to 
this scripture. 


