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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 

 
 

THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

Background Resource Information 
 
CHAPTER ONE 
 
Verse 1.  Moroni, the son of Mormon and the last surviving prophet of the Nephite 
nation, made an abridgement of the twenty four gold plates; often referred to as the 
Plates of Ether.  (Moroni 1:1)  This abridgement evolved into the Book of Ether and 
contained an account of the Jaredite nation, the first recorded people to dwell in the 
western hemisphere after the Great Flood. (Approximately 2200 BC)  Ether’s record  
tell us that all of the Jaredites  “were destroyed by the hand of the Lord...”  (For more  
on the Great Flood, read Genesis 6:13-22 and also chapters 7 and 8.)   
 
Verse 2.  Approximately 200 BC, Zeniff led a group of people from the land of Zara- 
hemla and went to the land of Nephi, the place of their first inheritance where he 
reigned about 40 years. King Limhi, the grandson of Zeniff, made several attempts to 
return to the land of Zarahemla to escape from their Lamanite captivity.  On one of the 
attempts the search party lost their way in the wilderness but did find a land which was 
covered with ‘bones of men and of beasts’ and also the twenty four engraved gold 
Plates of Ether. (See Mosiah 8:7-11, 21:25-27, 28:11-12; Ether 15:33   
 
 
Short history of events leading to the finding of the Plates of Ether 
 

 In 589 BC, Mulek, the only surviving son of Zedekiah, King of Judah was led by God to  
this land eleven years after Lehi’s voyage. (See Omni 1:15-16; Helaman 6:10; 8:21).  It 
was the descendants of Mulek, known as the people of Zarahemla, that made contact 
with Coriantumr, the last Jaredite survivor (excluding Ether).  Coriantumr had brought 
with him a large engraven stone containing information about his fathers, the Tower and 
the confounding of languages.  He subsequently “dwelt with the people of Zarahemla for 
the space of nine moons.” (See Omni 1:20-22) 
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The land of Mulek was known as Zarahemla.  The chief city was also called by 
the same name.  The people of Zarahemla were unknown to the Nephites until King 
Mosiah I was warned by the Lord to leave the land  of Nephi ‘with as many as would 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord’ and led to the land of Zarahemla.  There they 
discovered, “a people who were called the people of Zarahemla.” (Omni 1:13-14)  The 
people of Mosiah and the people of Zarahemla amalgamated, with Mosiah being 
appointed King.    

 
Approximately 121 BC, Mosiah II, grandson of Mosiah I and now King of 

Zarahemla, desired to know about the Zeniff expedition to the land of Lehi-Nephi. The 
people of Mosiah (Nephites) had not heard from them since they left the land of 
Zarahemla.  Mosiah attempted to locate them by sending out sixteen strong men  where 
they met King Limhi.  Ammon, one of the aforementioned sixteen men led Limhi and his 
people back to the land of Zarahemla together with the twenty four gold plates 
containing the account of the Jaredites.  King Mosiah, a Seer, subsequently translated 
them for the benefit of his people.  He did not incorporate this translation into his 
records (the large Plates of Nephi) which contained the important events of his time.  He 
prophesied that an account of the Jaredites would be written at a later time.  This was 
fulfilled about 550 years later by Moroni’s translation of the Plates of Ether.  (See 
Mosiah 28:11-19.) 

 
 

Verses 3-4.  In his abridgement of the gold Plates of Ether, Moroni omitted the first part 
of the record, “which [spoke] concerning the creation of the world, and also of Adam, 
and an account from that time even to the great tower…[because they were] had among 
the Jews.” (See Genesis chapters 1-10)   
     This account was also contained in the Brass plates that Nephi obtained from Laban, 
together with a history of the Jews through the reign of Zedekiah (I Nephi 3:3-12).   
Nephi was given to know that the time would come when the Gentiles would be in 
receivership of a book that contained information detailing the creation of the world and 
a history of the Jews.  (1 Nephi 13:20-26 ) 
 
 
Verse 5.  Moroni proceeds to give a partial account of the Jaredites from the Tower 
down to their destruction. (Genesis 11:1-4 details the events concerning the building of 
the Tower of Babel.)   
 
Note:  Archaeological discoveries in Mesopotamia** reportedly reveal the remains of what 
are known as ziggurat (tower) together with a tablet giving most of the its dimensions.  

    
1st step 300ft by 300ft    110ft high 
2nd step 260ft by 260ft    60ft high  
3rd step 200ft by 200ft     20ft high 
4th step 170ft by 170ft     20ft high 
5th step 140ft by 140ft     20ft high 
6th step?                          20ft high? 
7th step 70ft by 80ft         50ft high 
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The scribe omitted the dimensions of the sixth step but its height was estimated to be 
20 feet. This translates to the structure, with the temple on the top, being approximately 
300 feet high. 
 
Ultimately, the Tower of Babel symbolized humanity’s rebellion against God by their 
attempt to ascend to Heaven. 1  In addition to reaching Heaven, their desire was that 
their city be acclaimed by the world for their ability to build magnificent structures.  
Hence, “let us make us a name…”  (Genesis 11:4) [God gave them a name, “Babel.”] 
 
**Genesis 11:2  tells us, “As they journeyed from the east, they found a plain in the land 
of Shinar; and they dwelt there.”  Shinar is the ancient country of Mesopotamia and is 
located on the eastern bank between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, known today as 
Iraq. 
 
Verses 6-32.  Moroni attests that Ether was a descendant of Jared 29, generations 
removed, wrote the record of the Jaredites.  Their civilization approximated 2000 years; 
from their arrival in the western hemisphere around 2200 BC to their destruction about 
200 BC, shortly before Coriantumr made contact with the people of Zarahemla.   
 
Verse 33.  Moroni confirms that the initial colony mentioned in the Book of Ether came 
from the Tower of Babel after the languages were confounded. (Genesis 11:5-9)  They 
consisted of the family of Jared, his brother, their friends and families, “and from there 
did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” 
 

Verse 34.  Jared pled with his brother, “a man highly favored of the Lord…”  saying, 
“Cry unto the Lord, that he will not confound us that we may not understand our words.” 
 
It is not recorded how Jared was warned that the Lord was going to confound the 
languages of the people.  Could the brother of Jared been a prophet?   
 

We read in 2 Nephi 25:9, ”never hath any of them been destroyed save it were 
foretold them by the prophets of the Lord.”  From the beginning of the creation, the Lord 
Himself cautioned Adam about disobeying His commandment. (Genesis 2:16-17)  Also 
see Amos 3:7; Ether 13:20.  Throughout the scriptures, all the prophets, led by the Lord, 
issued warnings of impending destructions.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, etc.    

 
 

Verses 35-37. After the brother of Jared cried unto the Lord, He had compassion for them 
and did not confound their language.  Jared then asked his brother to cry again unto the 
Lord that the language of their friends and their families would not be confounded.  The 
Lord had compassion for them also and did not confound their language. 
 
 
Verse 38.  It was given to Jared to know that the Lord was going to scatter the people, 
“upon all the face of the earth…”  Jared instructed his brother to cry unto the Lord to 
show them where they would be sent, and if their destination would be “a land which is 

                                                 
1
 The majority of this information was found in Wikimedia Commons, Category “Tower of Babel.”  
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choice above all the earth.”  Jared knew that the Lord was greatly displeased with what 
had transpired and he did not want to incite anew the wrath of God upon them.  His 
instructions to his family and friends were, “And if it so be [a choice land] let us be 
faithful unto the Lord, that we may receive it for our inheritance.”  

 
For references to the Lord’s promise to those that will inherit this “choice land,” 

read: Deut. 33:13-16; 1 Nephi 2:20; 4:14; 2 Nephi 1:5-7; 1:20; Enos 1:10; Omni 1:6; 
Jarom 1:9; Ether 2:8-11; Mosiah 1:7; 2:22; Alma 9:13. 

 
Verses 39-40.  The brother of Jared again cried unto the Lord concerning their 
destination and He had compassion upon him. 

   
Verse 41. The Lord instructed the brother of Jared to gather all the necessities for going 
to a land that was made void by the great flood. (Genesis chapter 7)  That included 
flocks both male and female, and seeds of every kind.  He was told to gather their 
families and friends in preparation for departure from Shinar. 
 
Verse 42.  The Lord further instructed the brother of Jared to lead the people northward  
into a valley and that He would meet him there and lead them, “into a land which is 
choice above all the earth.”  
 
Verse 43.  The Lord promised the group that he would bless their seed and that “There 
shall be none greater than the nation which I will raise up unto me.”  This would be done 
because of the faith and the many mighty prayers offered by the brother of Jared. 
 
 
 
 


