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‘...and they shall become one in thine hand.’  Ezekiel 37.17 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ETHER 
 

 
CHAPTER 7 

 

1-3. Orihah, the first king of the Jaredites “did execute judgment upon the land in 
righteousness all his days, whose days were exceedingly many.”  He begat 
thirty-one children of which twenty-three were sons.  In his old age, he begat 
another son named Kib.  When Orihah passed away, he was succeeded by Kib. 
Kib had a son named Corihor.  
 
4-6. “When Corihor was thirty-two years old, he rebelled against his father,” and 
went to live, “in the land of Nehor. “The land of Moron, where the king dwelt, was 
near the land called Desolation by the Nephites.” (v.6) This was the general area 
of the Promised Land where the Jaredites first set foot.  
       Corihor drew away many people after him and when he had gathered 
together an army, he returned to Moron and took his father captive. This brought 
to pass the saying of the brother of Jared that they would be brought into 
captivity [if they had a king]” (see Ether 6:22-23) 
 Up to this point the kings did, “execute judgment upon the land in 
righteousness.” (v.1)  They remembered and taught the people the “great things 
the Lord had done for their fathers.” (Ether 6:30)   

Ether 6:17 tells us that the Jaredites, “were taught to walk humbly before 
the Lord; and were also taught from on high”  We read in Moroni 7:16-17, “The 
Spirit of Christ is given to every man, that he may know good from evil; 
wherefore, I show unto you the way to judge; for everything which inviteth to do 
good and to believe in Christ, you may know with a perfect knowledge, it is of 
God.  Conversely, whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil…and serve not 
God, then ye may know with perfect knowledge it is of the devil…”   
  Verse 5 contains the first mention of anyone “who gathered together an 
army.”  This corroborates that Corihor was taught and persuaded by the devil to 
put this plan into action.  
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7. Kib and his people remained in captivity under his son Corihor for many years.  
In his old age and while still in captivity, Kib begat another son named Shule. 
 
8.  It is quite possible that Kib taught Shule about the great things that the Lord 
had done for them from the time they left the Tower of Babel to their arrival on 
the Promised Land.  “It came to pass that Shule was angry with his brother.”  
Shule grew to be a strong man, and also to be “mighty in judgment.” 
 
9.  Shule went up into the hill Ephriam, “and did molten out of the hill, and made 
swords of steel for those whom he had drawn away with him. He armed them 
with the swords, returned to the city/land Nehor, and gave battle unto his brother 
Corihor, by which he obtained the kingdom and restored it unto his father Kib.” 
The mountain that Shule went up to could well be present day Sierra Madre 
Oriental.  This mountain range is replete with coal, iron ore, limestone, silver, 
gold, copper, lead and zinc.  An article written by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, stated, in part, “Steel is an alloy of iron produced by heating 
coke, (which is made from coal) iron ore, and limestone…”  Everything Shule 
needed was provided by God. 
 
10-12. “Because of the thing which Shule had done, his father bestowed upon 
him the kingdom…he [Shule] did execute judgment in righteousness; and he did 
spread his kingdom upon all the face of the land.”  He begat many sons and 
daughters.”  
 
13-15.  “Corihor repented of the many evils which he had done; wherefore Shule 
gave him power in his kingdom…Corihor had many sons and daughters…One 
son named Noah, rebelled against Shule, the king, and also his father, Corihor.”  
He convinced all his brothers, one of whom was named Cohor, together with  
many of the people, to join him in this rebellion. 
 
16.  Noah “gave battle unto Shule…and did obtain the land of their first 
inheritance; [Desolation] and became king over that part of the land.”  
 
17-18. Noah was not content with being king over just one part of the land.  He 
again went to battle against King Shule, “and carried [Shule] away captive into 
Moron.”  Noah planned to put him to death.  During the night, “the sons of Shule 
crept into the house of Noah, slew him, broke down the door of the prison and 
brought out their father.”  They returned Shule to his throne in his own kingdom. 
 
19.  Noah’s son Cohor succeeded him and began building up his kingdom.  
“Nevertheless they did not gain any power over King Shule and the people who 
were under his reign did prosper exceedingly and waxed great.” 
 
20-21. “The country was divided into two kingdoms; the kingdom of Shule and 
the kingdom of Cohor, the son of Noah.  Cohor and his people went into battle 
against Shule.  Shule was victorious and did slay Cohor. 
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22.  Cohor had a son named Nimrod.  Cohor’s kingdom would normally revert to 
him, but instead, Nimrod gave up the kingdom unto Shule, and in doing so, it was 
no longer a divided country.  Nimrod gained favor in the eyes of the king; 
“wherefore Shule did bestow great favors upon him by giving him the freedom to 
do whatsoever he desired in the kingdom. 
 
23.  During the reign of Shule, prophets, sent by the Lord, came among the 
people, “prophesying that the wickedness and idolatry of the people were 
bringing a curse upon the land and that they should be destroyed if they did not 
repent.”  Throughout the scriptures, we read of prophets, sent by the Lord, to 
warn the people of dire consequences if they did not repent of their evil practices.  
The opportunity to repent is always offered. The Jaredites were warned from the 
onset of their journey by the Lord,  (See Ether 2:7-8)  For other instances when 
the Lord sent prophets to the Jaredites, refer to Ether 9:28;  
11:1, 5-8, 12, 20; 12:1-4.  
 
 Isaiah was one of many biblical prophets sent by God.  He was instructed 
by the Lord to warn the House of Israel many times. One reads, “If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.  But if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword…” (Isaiah 1:19-20)  Two other references  
when prophets were instructed by God to warn the House of Israel of the 
consequences they would suffer if they continued in their evil practices, are 
Jeremiah 25:4-6 and Malachi 3:7.  In both cases, as in countless other instances, 
they were offered complete forgiveness if they repented. 
  
24-25. “It came to pass that the people did revile against the prophets and did 
mock them.”  King Shule “did execute judgment against all those who did revile 
against the prophets.”  He passed a law throughout all the land which gave the 
prophets the power and freedom to go wherever they wished, encouraging them to 
bring the Lord’s message to all the people.  “And by this cause the people were 
brought unto repentance.” 
 
26-27. “Because the people did repent of their iniquities and idolatries the Lord did 
spare them, and they began to prosper again in the land.”  We read in Mosiah 
26:30 the words of the Lord as spoken to Alma, “Yea, as often as my people 
repent will I forgive them their trespasses against me.”  Also see Ezekiel 33:15-16; 
Acts 3:19. 

 “Shule begat sons and daughters in his old age.  There were no more 
wars in the days of Shule; and he remembered the great things that the Lord had 
done for his fathers in bringing them across the great deep into the promised 
land; he executed judgment in righteousness all his days.”  Read Ether 6:1-12 to 
review “the great things that the Lord had done,” and had been taught from 
generation to generation beginning with the brother of Jared. 


